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I—THE DESCENT OF THE MANOR.

In Domesday Book there are two entries relating to Castle 
Donington, under the respective headings of the land of the 
countess Alveva and that of earl Hugh. " The countess Alveva 
held Dunitone. There are 22^ carucates of land, In king 
Edward's time 20 ploughs were there. Now there are 3 ploughs 
in demesne; and 30 villeins with a priest and 5 socmen and 11 
bordars have 12 ploughs. There is a mill rendering 10 shillings 
and 1 penny. Woodland 12 furlongs in length and 8 in breadth. 
It was worth 100 shillings; now it is worth 11 pounds." 1 The 
second entry refers to land in Donington held as an appendage 
to the manor of Barhou (Barrow-on-Soar), of which Hugh, earl 
of Chester, was tenant-in-chief. " In Dunintone 5 carucates of 
land, and meadow 3 furlongs in length and 1 furlong in 
breadth." 2

The countess Alveva, wife of Aelfgar, earl of Mercia, died, 
as Mr. Stenton notes, before the compilation of Domesday in 
1086; but the account of her land is placed apart from the rest. 
The manor of Donington, however, passed into the possession 
of the earl of Chester; and in the Leicestershire Survey, drawn 
up between 1124 and 1129, we find under the heading of the 
hundred of Belton, the entry : "In Doninton the earl of Chester 
22| carucates with appendages." 3

The castle which gave the place its distinctive appellation was 
founded, according to Nichols, by Eustace son of John, who held 
the barony of Halton in Cheshire of the earls of Chester. 
Nichols' statement with regard to Castle Donington is as follows :

" William, the son of Nigel, baron of Halton, who founded 
the priory of Norton, co. Chester, gave to that priory, inter alia,

iJ'.C.H. Leices. I, 313. 
2/btd, I, 336. 
3/Md. I, 350.
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the church of Donington with one carucate of land, and the tithe 
of his mill. He died in 1133, leaving a son William, who died 
.... without issue, and two daughters; one of whom was 
married to Eustace, to whom, in right of his wife, Hugh Lupus, 
earl of Chester, gave the manor of Halton, and made him baron 
thereof, and constable of Chester, to him and his heirs. This 
Eustace built the castle of Donington, which gave the distin 
guishing name to the place. A more bold and distinguished 
situation could not be easily found in any inland country for 
the purpose of a castle; an abrupt hill, rising over an extensive 
tract of flat country, through which the beautiful river Trent 
winds its silvery streams amid luxuriant meadows many miles 
each way; and though few traces of the castle now remain (1804) 
the site of the town and its lofty spire contribute greatly to the 
charms of this country. There was a chapel there, which was 
to be served by the canons of Xorton priory, to be there resident, 
and to take one half of the tithe of the demesne of the lord of 
Halton for 30 years."4

Nichols' praise of the site, if somewhat flowery, is not 
exaggerated. The castle was situated on a north-east spur of the 
ridge which rises abruptly at this point from the valley of the 
Trent, and commanded a wide view over the flat country north 
ward. The tapering spire is still a conspicuous landmark, and 
must have combined with the castle towers in an imposing view 
from the lower ground. Although now (1926) there are no 
remains of the castle buildings to be seen above ground, part of 
the wide dry moat remains, used as gardens and filled with 
fruit-trees, which look very pleasing from the terrace above. 
The little town is still very picturesque. It is built from the top 
to the bottom of the hill, which is a rock composed chiefly of 
sandstone; and the houses, owing to the steepness of the 
declivity, are of such various elevations that the garden of one 
house is often on a level with the roof of the next. The strategic 
position of the castle, guarding the ferry across the Trent, is so 
excellent that we might expect its history to teem with military

^Xichols, Hist. Leices. Ill, 770. His authority for the statement that the 
chapel was to be served by a canon of Norton is the Donington 
Town Book of 1634, which is of no value per se for the truth of 
this. The probability that such an arrangement was made is 
borne out by no earlier document.
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adventure; and it is rather disappointing to find that it played a 
negligible part in medieval warfare. In 1214 king John retained 
the castle of Donington, with the great castle of the Lacys at Ponte- 
fract in his own hands, allowing £40 a year for the custody of them, 
Donington was restored in 1215 to John de Lacy upon delivery of 
hostages, and in the following year it was demolished. 5 It must 
have been repaired, however, before long; for, on 22 May, 1266, 
Henry III entrusted it to Adam of Jesmond to keep during the 
king's pleasure, as Adam had need of it for the defence of those 
parts. 6 It was still standing, though in bad repair, in 1564. 7

From the historical point of view, however, Nichols' account 
leaves something to be desired. It is indeed extremely careless. 
From the charter of confirmation granted to Norton priory by 
Roger de Lacy somewhere between 1190 and 1211, it appears 
that William son of Nigel was its original founder (i.e., of the 
house of Runcorn which was afterwards transferred to Norton), 
and it is possible that he was the donor of the church of Doning 
ton with the land, which included in addition half a carucate of 
land in the neighbourhood of the town, called Wavertoft. 8 The 
statement, however, that Hugh Lupus, who died 27 July, 1101, 
gave the manor of Halton to Eustace, who died in battle in 1157, 
is chronologically improbable, and indeed untrue. Hugh Lupus 
in "1071 received from the Conqueror, his maternal uncle, the 
whole of the county of Chester (excepting the episcopal land! 
therein), to hold as freely by the sword as the king himself held 
the kingdom of England by the Crown, and so became count 
palatine thereof, as earl of Chester. As such, he had his here 
ditary barons, said to have been eight in number. One of these, 
William son of Nigel or Niel, was baron of Halton and hereditary

SNichols, III, 770.
For the destruction of the castle by king John's partisans

in 1216 see Rog. of Wendover (Rolls Ser.) II, 165-, Matth. Paris,
Hist. Anglorum (R.S.) II, 171; and cf. Matth. Paris, Hist. Maj.
(R.S.) II, 639. The word used is complanare, i.e., to level with the
ground. 

*Cal. Pat. Rolls 1258-66, p. 597. Adam of Jesmond had been granted the
custody of the honour of Derby and the castles and lands of Robert
Ferrers, and needed a neighbouring pied-a-terre from which he
might resist opposition. 

7S'ee the survey made in that year and printed in the appendix to this
article. 

SMonasticon VI, (i), 314.
Wavertoft appears in later documents as Wartoft.
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constable and marshal to the earl. His descendants took the 
name of I,acy and became earls of Lincoln in 1232. 9

The account of the descent of the founders and patrons of 
Norton priory printed in Monasticon states that the barony of 
Halton was given by earl Hugh to Niel, who came to England 
with his five brothers.

" The said Hugh, earl of Chester, gave to the aforesaid Niel 
the barony of Halton, to which appertain nine knights' fees and 
a half, and the fourth part of a fee, and the fifth part of a fee, 
by the name of the constablery of Chester; and he made him his 
marshal and constable, so that, whensoever the said earl Hugh 
should take an army to Wales, the said Niel and his heirs should 
go before him as he went, and, as he returned with the army, 
should be the last to stay." 10

This document proceeds to give a full account of the liberties 
pertaining to the barony, the head of which was the castle of 
Halton, near Frodsham; but the interest of the compiler lay in 
Cheshire and the Welsh march, and he paid no attention to the
•outlying appendage of the estate in Leicestershire. The im 
portance of Niel and his descendants is summed up by Ormerod, 
the historian of Cheshire.

"The castle of Halton was built by the barons of Halton 
presently after the Conquest, who, being seated here, flourished 
for a long time, and were constables of Cheshire in fee, that is, 
to them and their heirs by descent; as it were, after the manner 
of lord high constables of England, so were the barons of Halton 
to the earls of Chester; and in their ancient charters did always 
stile themselves by the title of [constabularius Cestriae] con 
stables of Cheshire; and were the highest in place and dignity 
next to the earl himself, and above all the other barons of
•Cheshire." 11

Ormerod's account of the descent of the barony follows
•closely the information given in the Norton Historic fundatorum, 
with certain differences of which the following list takes account.

9See The Complete Peerage III, 165, note b.
lOMonasticon VI (i), 315.
HQrmerod, Hist. Cheshire, ed. Helsby, I, 688.
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I. NIGEL OR KIEL, the first baron of Halton after the- 
coming of the Normans.

II. WILLIAM, son of Niel, second baron and constable, 
who in 1133 founded at Runcorn the house of canons regular 
subsequently transferred to Norton. He died shortly after, 
leaving a son and two daughters.

III. WILLIAM the younger, third baron, who about 1135 
removed the canons from Runcorn to Norton. On his death 
in Normandy without issue, his heritage was divided between 
his two sisters Agnes and Maud. The Historia fundatorum says 
that Agnes married Albert Grelly, of the family whose history 
is intimately connected with that of Manchester, and that Maud 
married Eustace. Ormerod, on the other hand, makes Agnes 
the wife of Eustace. 12 It was at any rate through whichever of 
the two was the elder sister that the barony descended.

IV. EUSTACE son of John, fourth baron in right of his 
wife, slain in battle against the Welsh in 1157.

V RICHARD, son of Eustace, fifth baron. He married 
Aubree de Lisours, of whom the Historia gives a very muddled 
account, confusing her with her mother Aubree de Lacy, with 
inaccurate particulars of the descent of the honour of Ponte- 
fract. 13 As Aubree de Lisours, who was born before 1131, 
outlived her uncles Ilbert and Henry and her cousin Robert de 
Lacy, who died childless in 1193, she became heiress to that 
honour, and transmitted it to her grandson Roger by fine in that 
year.

VI. JOHN, son of Richard, sixth baron, founder of the 
Cistercian abbey of Stanlaw Park, afterwards transferred to 
Whalley in Lancashire. He married Alice, sister of William de 
Mandeville, earl of Essex. He succeeded his father aboitt 1178, 
and died at Tyre 11 October, 1190.

VII. ROGER, son of John, seventh baron, known, after

12W. Clay, Extinct & Dormant Peerages of the A". Counties, does the 
same.

13According to this source, she was the sister of Robert de Lacy. Aubree 
de Lacy, who married Roger de Lisours of Sprotbrough, was the 
daughter of Robert, and sister of Ilbevt de Lacy, who died without 
issue, and of Henry de Lacy, the father of Robert, who, as stated 
above, died in 1193".
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receiving his grandmother's inheritance, as ROGER DE LACY. 
He married Maud de Clare, and died 1 October, 1211, or 
January, 1212.

VIII. JOHN son of Roger, eighth baron. His second wife 
was Margaret, daughter and heir of Robert de Quincy. By his 
first wife Alice, daughter of Gilbert de 1'Aigle, he appears to 
have had no children. His second marriage, however, brought 
a great inheritance into the family. Margaret's mother was 
Hawise, daughter of Hugh of Cyfeiliog, earl of Chester, and 
sister of Ranulf de Blundeville, in whom the male line of Hugh 
Lupus came to an end. On 23 May, 1217, Ranulf had been 
created earl of Lincoln; but, shortly before his death, which 
took place on 28 October, 1232, he made over his interest therein, 
so far as such right belonged to him, to his sister Hawise, one 
of his co-heirs expectant, whose husband was son and heir of 
Saer de Quincy, earl of Winchester (d. 1219), but died before his 
father in 1217, leaving no male issue. Thus Margaret de Lacy 
became the inheritress of Hawise's rights, and her husband John 
was created earl of Lincoln by charter, 22 November, 1232, with 
remainder to his heirs by Margaret. Although Margaret, as her 
father's sole heir, might have laid claim to the earldom of Win 
chester, she appears to have been contented with her maternal 
inheritance. The date of her mother's death is unknown, but 
it probably occurred before the grant of the earldom to John de 
Lacy, unless Hawise followed her brother Ranulf's example and 
made over her rights to Margaret in her lifetime.

John de Lacy was the tenant in his own right of vast 
estates, and his castles, as we have seen, had suffered some 
vicissitudes during the wars of John with his barons. He had 
been one of the commissioners appointed to enforce the obser 
vance of the great charter in 1215, and the destruction of 
Donington castle in the following year was by way of reprisal 
on the part of some of the king's troops. In 1233 he was con 
stable of Whitchurch, and in 1237 of Chester and Beeston castles, 
and was sheriff of Cheshire in 1237 and 1240. He died on 22 
July, 1240, and was buried at Stanlaw Park. His widow, who 
retained the style of countess of Lincoln until her death, some 
time after 1265, married in 1243 William Marshall, fifth earl of 
Pembroke, who died without issue on 24 November, 1245.
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IX. EDMUND, son of John and Margaret, second earl of 
Lincoln. At his father's death he was a minor in the king's 
wardship, and so remained until 1248, when he made fine in 
1300 marks for the restitution, of his lands then at farm. 14 As he 
died in his mother's lifetime, he was never invested with the 
earldom. 15 He was in Gascony in 1254 with the king and queen, 
and in Wales with prince Edward in 1257. He married in 1247 
Alice, daughter of Manfred III, marquis of Saluzzo, by Eleanor, 
daughter of Philip, count of Savoy, who survived him. His 
death took place on 21 July, 1257.

X. HENRY, son of Edmund, third earl of Lincoln. Born 
in 1250, he was in his eighth year at his father's death, and the 
wardship of his lands was committed to his grandmother, the 
countess of Lincoln, and his mother, and subsequently to the 
latter only, saving the third which she held in dower. 16 During 
his minority he had a grant of £300 for his maintenance at the 
exchequer; but after his grandmother's death, this fell into 
arrear. As the sum due in 1267 was £600, it may be safely 
assumed that she died in 1265. 17 As a mere child, he was married 
to Margaret, daughter and heiress of William Longespee, third 
earl of Salisbury, by Maud, daughter and heir of Walter, lord 
Clifford, and generally considered countess of Salisbury in her 
own right. She died 22 November, 1310, 18 and he married Joan, 
daughter of William, lord Martin, by Eleanor, daughter of 
William de Mohun. His life was spent in the king's service, but 
few of the numerous references to him, in the official records of 
the reign of Edward I, have any bearing upon his relation to 
Castle Donington. In 1278, however, he obtained a grant of a 
weekly market there on Wednesdays, and; of a yearly fair on the 
vigil, feast, and morrow of St. Edward the king, to whom the 
parish church is dedicated. 19 Towards the end of his minority, 
in 1266, as we have noticed already, Henry III had committed 
the castle temporarily to the minister deputed to guard the

Pat. Rolls 1247-1258, p. 14. 
^Legally, he was never earl : his proper style was constable of Chester,

under which title he was habitually described. 
is/bid. pp. 632-649; 1258-1266, pp. 3, 12. 
"Ibid. 1266-1272, p. 172.

alternative date 1309 is given by Clay, op. cit. 
. Charter Rolls, II, 207.
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neighbouring lands forfeited by Robert Ferrers after Evesham. 
Soon after the accession of Edward I, the disinherited owner 
made an attempt to recover his property, and seized the castle of 
Chartley, between Derby and Stafford. In the siege which 
followed, Henry de Lacy took part with the king's brother 
Edmund, to whom the forfeited estates had been granted; and it 
is possible that Donington castle may have been of some use as 
an outpost in this campaign. 20

The close friendship between the earl and his royal master 
is illustrated by the positions of trust which he enjoyed, e.g., as 
an executor of Eleanor of Castile21 and as king's lieutenant in 
Aquitaine in 1296. 22 He died at his house in Chancery Lane, 
known by the famous name of Lincoln's Inn, 5 February, 1310- 
11, and was buried in St. Paul's cathedral. He left behind no 
male offspring. By his first wife he is said to have had two sons, 
Edmund and John. Edmund perished in early youth by falling 
down a well at Denbigh castle, and John: followed his brother's 
example with an alacrity that is somewhat at variance with 
probability by falling from a tower at Pontefract. Of two 
daughters one, Margaret, also died young. Alice, however, 
who at her father's death became countess of Lincoln in her own 
right, survived him for many years. She married three times, 
and died without issue on 2 October, 1348, at the age of 65, 
having outlived her third husband.

Of these three consorts the second, Eubulo le Strange (d. 10 
September, 1335), and the third, Hugh de Frene (d. December, 
1336), are of no importance for our purpose. Her first marriage, 
however, was in every sense an important alliance. Born about 
1283, she was espoused on or before 28 October, 1294 to Thomas 
Plantagenet, eldest son and heir of Edward I's brother1 Edmund, 
earl of Lancaster, Leicester, and Derby, with whom her father 
had served at the siege of Chartley castle. On 5 June, 1296, 
Thomas succeeded to his father's heritage. To the three earl 
doms which he enjoyed, he now added the earldom of Lincoln 
jure uxoris, and became owner of a great territory including 
some of the strongest castles in England, the significance of

l. Pat. Rolls 1281-1292, p. 53. 
2l/bid. p. 478. 
22/bzd. 1292-1301, p. 222, etc.
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which was constantly apparent in the history of the fourteenth 
century.

The story of Thomas of Lancaster is one of the most familiar 
episodes in English history, and the fortunes of him and his 
heirs are so closely bound up with the annals of Leicester and 
its castle that it would be waste of time and space to retell them 
here. Had the ownership of Castle Donington pursued the same 
course as that of his other possessions, we might stop at this 
point and avoid needless repetition. After his defeat at Borough- 
bridge and his execution on the hill near Pontefract castle, on 
which arose the chapel frequented by pilgrims who cherished his 
somewhat dubious reputation as a saint and champion of popular 
liberty, his honours were forfeited, including the inheritance of 
his wife. In June, 1322, she was obliged to make a conveyance 
of all her lands to Edward II, by which she released, inter alia, 
all her rights in the castle, town, and manor of Donington. 
Roger Beler of Kirby was appointed keeper of the lands and 
castles that had belonged to Thomas in the counties of Leicester, 
Derby, and Stafford, and a certain William Davey was deputed 
under him as receiver of the issues of the castle and manor of 
Donington. 23 On 16 July, 1322, the castle, manor, and honour 
were given to the king's favourite Hugh le Despenser the 
younger, as a reward for his good services past and future, and 
Roger Beler was ordered to deliver them to him. 2*

Within five years, however, the Despensers, father and son, 
fell victims to revolution with Edward II himself. The accession 
of Edward III in January, 1326-7, was followed in due course by 
the reversal of the attainder of earl Thomas and the restoration 
of his titles and the bulk of his estates to his brother Henry. 
Castle Donington was an exception, for on 4 March, 1326-7, the 
castle and manor were given to the king's uncle Edmund, earl 
of Kent. 25 His enjoyment of them was shortlived : on 19 March, 
1329-30, he was beheaded on an accusation of treason outside the 
walls of Winchester. A month later, on 25 April, Edward III 
made a grant of the premises to Geoffrey, son of Roger

l. Close Rolls 1318-1323, pp. 575, 581. 
24CaJ. Charter Rolls, III, 449 : cf. Cal. Close Rolls 1321-1324, p. 262 ; and

see ibid. pp. 156, 191. 
l. Charter Rolls, IV, 4.
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Mortimer. 26 The, fall -.'of .Mortimer in October, 1330, brought 
about another quick change. On 1 March, 1330-1, the attainder 
of the earl of Kent was removed, at the petition of Margaret his 
widow and Edmund His- son,, and the latter was restored to the 
title and estates of his father! 27

At this date Edmund was a minor. He survived little more 
than two years, dying in 1333, ! and was succeeded) by his brother 
John, also a minor in the king's wardship, who did not come 
of age till 1351. Meanwhile custody was granted to his mother, 
who in 1347 was exempted from contributing to the aid for 
making the Black Prince a knight, as regarded the manor of 
Castle Donington. 28 John became seised of his heritage in Kent 
in June 1349, while he was still a ward, and before proof of his 
age had been taken. 29 The proof of age, taken by the escheator 
in Sussex, bears date 10 April, 1351, and shows that he was born 
at Arundel on 4 April, 1330, and baptised on the 7th of the same 
month in the priory church of St. Bartholomew de Calceto there, 
his godparents being his brother and sister Edmund and Joan, 
and brother John Grenstede, prior of the Dominicans of 
Arundel. 30 It may be noted that he was born sixteen days after 
his father's execution at Winchester, and the picture of the 
baptism, with the two children and the friar as sponsors, has a 
pathetic interest.

John died shortly after attaining his majority, early in 1353. 
He was married, but childless, and his heir was his sister Joan, 
the Fair Maid of Kent, who was married to sir Thomas Holand. 
According to the inquisition taken after her brother's death, she 
was at this time twenty-four years old. Her husband died on 
28 December, 1360, and she subsequently became the wife of the 
Black Prince and mother of king Richard II, dying in 1385.

The two sons of Joan by her first husband were prominent 
figures at the court of their half-brother, and John, the younger 
of the two, created earl of Huntingdon and, at the end of the 
reign, duke of Exeter, played an important part in the intrigues 
which, during that period, complicated the political situation. 
The elder, Thomas, said to have been ten years old in 1360.

Z. Charter Rolls IV, 176. ™Ibid. 1349-1352, p. 39. 
"Cal. Close Rolls 1330-1333, p. 205. 3°7bid. p. 296. 

1346-1349, p. 280.
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succeeded to the earldom ofj Kent in his mother's right. Apart 
from the general fact that he seems to have acquiesced in the 
support given by his younger brother to Richard II's bid for 
autocracy, little is known of him. He died on 25 April, 1397, 
just before the coup d'etat by which Richard got rid of his most 
formidable opponents. His son and heir, Thomas, earl of Kent, 
shared in the rewards given by the king to his partisans, and, 
on 29 September in the same year, was created duke of Surrey. 
Throughout the events of the revolution which deprived Richard 
of his crown and life, the Holands, though taking no active part 
in his defence, were loyal to him. At the accession of Henry IV, 
they lost their ducal titles, but were allowed to retain their 
earldoms of Kent and Huntingdon. In January 1399-1400, 
however, they engaged in a plot against the king. The attempted 
rising, ill concerted and without any connected plan of action, 
was a complete failure. The earl of Kent, with other leaders 
of the conspiracy, making a forced march westwards to escape 
pursuit, was taken and beheaded by the townsmen of Cirencester 
on 8 January, and a few days later his uncle Huntingdon was 
summarily murdered outside the castle of Fleshy in Essex. 31

With this tragic episode the history of the lords of Castle 
Donington may be said to conclude. Thomas left a younger 
brother Edmund, who attained his majority before 1404, and was 
killed in Britanny on 15 September, 1407, leaving no legitimate 
issue. The castle and manor were not restored to him, but were 
incorporated in the possessions of the duchy of Lancaster, and 
thus rejoined those properties from which they had been 
separated after the attainder of Thomas of Lancaster in 1322. 
It must be admitted that Castle Donington saw its lords but 
little, and that its history throughout is merged in that of greater 
estates to which it was a mere, and never a very conspicuous, 
appendage. Yet a study of the documents printed in the 
appendix to this article will disclose the fact that local history

31The most detailed contemporan- account of these events is continued in 
the Annalcs Ricardi Secundi et Henrici Quarti (Rolls Series), a 
chronicle drawn up by an historian of St. Albans. Sir Henry New- 
bolt's romance, The New June (sic), gives a highly picturesque and 
romantic colour to the history of the events in which the Holands, 
and especially the young earl of Kent, were concerned. Thomas, 
earl of Kent and duke of Surrey, is remembered chiefly as the 
founder of the Carthusian priory of Mount Grace in Yorkshire.
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depends almost entirely for its interest upon the records of 
manorial descents, unless where some special class of local docu 
ments exists to throw light upon social and economic conditions 
outside this limited field. If Castle Donington thus becomes a 
mere point for focussing the history of certain important 
families, it nevertheless acquires some individual interest from 
its association with them.

The story of part of the estate, after its union to the duchy 
of Lancaster in 1401, is traced briefly and with general accuracy 
by Nichols in his account of Donington Park. With regard to 
the castle and manor, he writes inconsequently. He notes feofi- 
ments of certain estates of the duchy made by Henry VI in 1443 
and the two following years to Thomas Bekyngton, bishop of 
Bath and Wells, and several co-trustees, which included the 
castle, lordship and manor of Donington. These grants were 
renewed in 1460. He is wrong, however, in his statement that 
Edward IV, early in 1461, granted the stewardship of the 
property to William, lord Hastings. It is true that on 17 
February, 1461-2, Hastings received a grant of the manors of 
Loughborough, Shepshed, and Ashby-de-la-Zouch, together with 
the reversion of a number of manors and lordships at that time 
in the occupation of Katherine, duchess of Norfolk. Of these 
last one was Donington. This, however, was not Castle 
Donington, but Donington-le-Heath, the reversion of which 
probably never came to Hastings, as the duchess of Norfolk, 
who held these manors as part of the inheritance of her husband 
John, first viscount Beaumont, lived nearly, if not quite, as long 
as he did. Nichols, moreover, converted a grant of manors in 
fee simple into a grant of stewardship, of which the letters 
patent say nothing. This may have been his method of recon 
ciling his statement with the contradictory fact, recorded on the 
same page, that the manor of Castle Donington continued in the 
Crown, as belonging to the duchy of Lancaster, until Charles I, 
by letters patent dated 9 September, 1628, granted it to sir Edward 
Dichfield, kt., John Hilord, Humphrey Clark, and Francis 
Mosse, for a yearly fee-farm rent of £54 5s. 2d. They in turn, 
by deed of bargain and sale enrolled in chancery, 26 October, 
1633, sold it for £1450 to sir John Coke and his son John, sub 
ject to the rent aforesaid. It eventually passed, by his marriage
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with the heiress of the Coke family, to sir Matthew Lamb, father 
of the first viscount Melbourne. 32

Donington Park, which formed an important part of the 
lordship, eventually became a separate estate. In 1482 Edward 
IV, wishing to enlarge the park by enclosing a common pasture 
called Shortewood, gave in exchange all his demesne lands and 
tenements in the manor to the freeholders and copyholders whom 
he thus dispossessed of their rights of common, by fealty only 
for all manner of service and demands. It is rather difficult to 
account for this act of generosity, the details of which will be 
found printed in the appendix from the survey made in 1617. 
The park remained in the Crown as parcel of the duchy of 
Lancaster until, in the reign of Henry VIII, it was granted to 
Thomas Gray of Langley, esq., for a term of years. This was 
followed by several similar leases; but, on 7 February, 1594-5, 
the park was granted in fee simple to Robert, earl of Essex, 
Gilley Meyrick, and Henry Lindley, esqrs., their heirs and 
assigns. These three, on 4 June, 1595, sold it for £4000 to sir 
George Hastings of Gopsal, kt., who, upon the death of his 
brother Henry, earl of Huntingdon, 14 December following, 
succeeded to the earldom and removed from Gopsal to the family 
residence at Ashby-de-la-Zouch. He himself died on 30 Decem 
ber, 1604, and was succeeded by his grandson Henry. In the 
inquisition taken after his death the park is described as con 
taining 300 acres of pasture, worth £13 6s. 8d.,held of the king, 
but what service is not known. Donington Park subsequently 
became the residence of the earls of Huntingdon and their 
descendants, after the civil wars and the slighting of the forti 
fications of Ashby.

An interesting point is suggested by Nichols' statement that 
in an act of resumption made in 1485, presumably after Bosworth, 
provision is made that it shall not affect a gift or grant made by 
letters patent of Henry VII (sic), under the seal of the duchy of 
Lancaster, to Robert Staunton or William Staunton, of the 
offices of constableship and stewardship of Donington, or of the 
offices of bailiship and parkership of Donington. The letters 
in question must have been granted by Henry VI, for obvious

32Nichols III, 773.
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reasons. The passage, however, bears upon the identity of the 
Robert Staunton who is buried in the south aisle of Castle 
Donington Church, and was a person of local consequence. In 
the letters patent by which Edward IV gave his demesne lands 
to the freeholders, etc., of the place, occur the names of Mar 
garet, late the wife of Robert Staunton, and William Staunton. 
It would appear that this Margaret was the widow of the man 
who is buried at Donington. There were two persons of this 
name, probably father and son, between whom it. is difficult to 
distinguish; but one of them was still alive in 1482, when he 
was named on the commission of the peace for Leicestershire. He 
occurs in that position from 1454 to 1482, and is overlapped by 
Robert Staunton, a J.P. for Derbyshire from 1443 to 1457. 
Whether the grant made by Henry VI was to the elder or 
younger Robert is not certain, but it is reasonable to suppose 
that the Robert and William mentioned in it alternatively were, 
father and son. We know also that in 1460 there were three 
brothers alive who bore the names of William, Robert, and 
Harold Staunton, for on 29 April in! that year the Longhborough 
court roll records that William Staunton came into court, " and 
took of the lord a garden in Loughborough by the Dedlane, to 
hold to the said William, Robert and Harold, his brothers, for 
term of their lives and the longer liver of them, at a yearly rent 
of 12d. and two works," etc.

The name of Harold Staunton is specially connected with 
Castle Donington, because in 1509 Harold Staunton and Thomas 
Hesilrige had licence to found a chantry in the church there for 
one priest, to sing divine service in the chapel of our Lady there, 
and to pray for the souls of the founders, and also to teach a 
grammar school there for the erudition of poor scholars within a 
schoolhouse founded by them within the town of Donington. 
The yearly value of this chantry at the suppression of such 
foundations was £8 4s. 8d. Harold Staunton's will was proved 
in the prerogative court of Canterbury on 12 October, 1512. 33 
He directed that his body should be buried in the church of the 
friars observant at Newark-on-Trent: he left 40s. to the prioress 
and convent of Langley to make him " a brother there of their 
chapitour house," and £10 to the church of Donington which

33P.C.C. 9 Fetiplace.
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sir Ralph Shirley owed him for parcels bought for him. There 
was some relationship between him and the Shirleys and 
Hazlerigs, but its exact nature has not been ascertained. William 
Staunton of Prestwold, whose will was proved 9 July, 1530,34 
bequeathed all such land as Harold Staunton purchased in the 
towns and fields of Burton on the Wolds, Queniborough, Slaws- 
ton, and Bosworth, with 16s. a year in Cotes, making £5 a year 
in all, to a priest to sing at the altar of St. Mary Magdalene-in 
Prestwold church for the souls of Harold Staunton and all 
Christian souls, " and he to be at mass by seven of the clock in 
the morning." The same testator also left £10 to his brother 
John Shurley, and £10 to his sister Anne Humfrey's daughter.

These references are somewhat confusing, although evidence 
of relationship runs through them. If Harold Staunton, who 
died in 1512, is the Harold mentioned in 1460, as he may have 
been, William Staunton of Prestwold, who died in 1530, can 
hardly be the William of 1460. All we can say is that in the 
latter year William, Robert, and Harold, were brothers, and 
were probably the sons of Robert Staunton the elder of Doning- 
ton, and that of the three Harold survived until 1512. We know 
also that Hugh Shirley, possibly the fourth son of John Shirley 
of Staunton. Harold, married Maud Staunton, who was related to 
Harold; for at Trinity 1500, Hugh and his wife Maud, lately 
called Maud Staunton, commenced an action against Robert 
Stokes of Kegworth, gent., to recover £40 due to Maud. 
Robert's defence was that his obligation was void, if he saved 
her harmless of a bond under which she was obliged to pay £20 
to Harold Staunton. 35

One or two points may be noted in conclusion. The docu 
ments appended show clearly that the castle from which the place 
took its name and some of its early reputation fell into disuse as 
time went on. The interesting certificate of the commissioners 
appointed by Elizabeth to survey the castle in 1564-5 describes 
the building in its ruinous condition, when, according to the 
opinion of expert freemasons, it was past repair. The description 
gives no definite information to the plan of the building, but 
there seems to have been a well flanked curtain wall, and the

34P.C.C. 25 Jankyn. 35De Banco Roll 953, m. 54.
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decayed house within the enceinte, where the court-leet was held, 
may have been patched up with lath and plaster additions out of 
the hall or some other domestic building. It may not be super 
fluous to remind readers that the word "dungeons" used in 
this survey does not mean " prisons," but simply is the English 
form of " donjons," implying the type of strong tower to which 
we give the more recent name " keep."

The church of Castle Donington was granted, as we have 
seen, in the twelfth century, to the prior and convent of Norton, 
but was not appropriated by them until the middle of the four 
teenth century. There may have been some intention of forming 
it into a cell of Norton priory, but its long distance from the 
monastery prevented this, while for the same reason, apart from 
the general undesirability of such arrangements, the tenure of 
the parochial cure by a canon of Norton was out of the question. 
The rectors before the appropriation were all seculars, as might 
be expected. Some documents will be found in the appendix 
relating to the hospital, which here, as at Lutterworth and other 
small towns, seems to have lost its ostensible character early, 
and to have become a sinecure benefice.

Some allusions will be found in the appendix to the mills of 
Castle Donington. By letters patent of 29 May, 1609, James I 
granted a very large amount of mill property to Edward Ferrers 
and Francis Phelips, including the two corn mills and two 
fulling mills called Donington mills, within the manor of Castle 
Donington, rented at £11 6s. 8d. yearly. 36 The grantees sold these 
mills, by indenture bearing date 6 November, 1609, to Walter 
Hastings of KLirby and others, together with parcels of land called 
Magott and Walton. 37

36An English translation of these letters patent is printed in Wardell,
Municipal History of the Borough of Leeds, 1846, pp. xi-xxxi. 

3?Nichols HI, 773.
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After what has been said already, it is perhaps unnecessary 
to emphasise the feature which distinguishes the history of Castle 
Donington from that of other Leicestershire manors previously 
treated by the present writers. While in former instances 
the interest has invariably been local, and has been con 
cerned with the annals of some family whose connection with 
the place of its residence has been intimate and personal, we are 
dealing, in the case of Castle Donington, with a member of large 
and widely scattered estates, belonging to families whose 
activities were in no sense local, but national. It is not until 
the middle of the fifteenth century that Castle Donington begins 
to have a real interest of its own : hitherto its history has been 
entirely merged in that of greater properties, whose effective 
centres have been at a distance. As a manor of the barons of 
Halton and constables of Chester, it was merely a distant 
possession of a family whose history lies in Cheshire. Under 
the earls of Lincoln, it is overshadowed by the more important 
centre of their rule atPontefract. Hugh le Despenser and the earls 
of Kent did nothing more than own the castle and manor. The wealth 
of documents, especially of rentals and surveys, dealing with 
Castle Donington, is due to the inclusion of the manor in the 
possessions of the duchy of Lancaster, rather than to its own 
intrinsic importance. In the documents which follow, however, 
drawn as they are from a wide variety of sources, some insight 
may be gained into these local conditions from which, owing to 
the absence of a leading family from the actual spot, it is 
impossible to weld material into a connected narrative.
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Appendix

Inquisition p.m. Henry de Lacy, earl of Lincoln. Edward 
II, File 22.

Extent of the manor of Castle Donington taken on 20 February, 
4 Edward II, 1310-1311. Jury, Robert Yve, Alexander de Assyngton, 
William Gille, Robert de Meynil, Adam Thurgon, Walter le Botiller, 
Henry Menant, Henry de Cranford, John le Botyller, William le 
Savage and Henry de Somerville, who say that Henry Lacy, earl 
of Lincoln, held the town and castle of Donyngton of the king in 
chief by knight service as parcel of the earldom of Chester. Item, 
the herbage, with the fruit of the garden within and without the 
castle, is worth 2s. yearly. They say that the earl held in demesne 
400 acres worth £20, the value of each acre 12d. yearly; 85 acres of 
meadow worth 2s. per acre yearly £8 10s. Od.; 96 acres of pasture 
worth £4 16s. Od. at 12d. per acre; rents of free tenants and cottars 
payable by even portions at two terms yearly, namely Lady-day 
and Michaelmas, £4 13s. Id.; rents of burgesses and customaries 
holding 44 virgates of land in villeinage £29 6s. 8d., each of whom 
ought to plough (for the lord) 1 acre yearly, worth 22s. the value 
of each work Id., each of them should reap for three days in the 
autumn for the lord, worth yearly 11s. the value of each Id., each 
of them should hoe for 2 days yearly, worth 3s. 8d. Item, each of 
them ought to spread the lord's grass and lift his hay for 2 days, 
worth 8s. 4d. yearly, the value of work daily Id. They say there 
is in the town of Donyngton a certain common oven worth 2ps. 
yearly; a certain market worth 80s. yearly; there are 2 water-mills 
worth £10 yearly; a separate fishing worth one mark yearly; there 
is one park worth in herbage and pannage 20s. yearly; rents of 9 
hens at Christmas worth 15d., the value of each hen IJd. There is 
there a certain service of cottars which is called " Cnstomes" 
worth 3s. 4Jd. yearly. They say that the pleas and perquisites of 
the courts are worth 40s. yearly.

They say that there is a certain Wapentake of Plumtre and 
Reslegh co. Notts, worth in pleas, fines and perquisites of the 
courts 60s. yearly.

Sum £99 Os. 8Jd.

Item, they say that the master of the hospital of St. John of 
Donyngton holds, of the said earl's alms, one messuage, 3 bovates 
of land together with the demesne tithes and the tithes of the mills, 
and pasture for his cattle feeding in the park of Donyngton (in 
return) for finding a chaplain to celebrate Divine Service daily in 
the chapel of the castle of Donyngton.

Hugh le Despenser holds of the said earl in the town of 
Donyngton one burgage and one virgate of land by homage and 
service of a pair of gilt spurs.

N.B.—The foreign rents of the manor are printed in Cal. Inq. 
p.m. vol. v, p. 156. Alice, daughter of the said earl, aged 30, wife 
of Thomas, earl of Lancaster, is his heir.
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Coram Rege Roll 270. Midi., 1 Edward III, 1327, m. 13, 
Leyc.

Henry of Leycestre, chaplain, v. John of Wodeford in a plea 
wherefore, since Thomas, late earl of Lancaster, granted to him 
(Henry) the custody of the hospital of St. John of Castel Dpnington, 
co. Leic. to hold with all its appurtenances, for all the life of the 
said Henry and the said Henry continued his seisin of the same 
hospital for seven years and more, the said John of Wodeford, after 
the death of the aforesaid earl, ejected Henry from the said custody 
of the hospital and still detains it. John did not appear.

N.B.—In de Banco roll 308, Mich. 10 Edward III, m. 128d. 
Leyc., Henry of Leycestre is called parson of Castle Donington.

Inquisition p.m. Edmund, earl of Kent [brother of king 
Edward II, beheaded 19 March, 1330]. File 24.

Extent of the manor of Castle Donyngton taken 14 January, 
4 Edward III, 1330-1. On the oath of John Lacatour, William de 
Berton, Robert de Saxton, Richard Nowel, John Chambleyn, William 
de Wyveliston, John de Tonge, Thomas Gyddy, Roger de Disworth, 
William de Wartoft and Alexander de Hemyngton, jurors, who say 
that Edmund, late earl of Kent held on the day he died in his 
demesne as of fee tail to him and his issue, of the gift of the now 
king, the castle and manor of Castel Donyngton, co. Leyc. with 
its members, wapentakes and appurtenances. They say that there 
is a certain castle, within the walls there are no garden or other 
buildings except the buildings themselves which are worth nothing 
beyond the expenses because they are weak and ruinous, but there 
is outside the castle a garden with fruit and herbage, worth 2s. 
yearly. There are in demesne 340 acres of arable land worth 
113s. 4d. yearly at 4d. per acre; 22 acres of land called " le Oldhee " 
which cannot be sown because of the inundation of the river Trent; 
40 acres of pasture in a plot called Langholm; a park, from the 
underwood of which are yearly supplied faggots and hurdles for 
preserving the lands and meadows of Donyngton from being sub 
merged by the water of Trent, and where the rector of Donyngton 
and the master and brethren of the hospital of St. John there, 
have common for all kinds of cattle which are of their own breeding ; 
a fishery in the Trent; a ferry across the Trent, two parts of which 
belong to the lord of Donyngton, and a third part to the abbot 
of St. Werburg, Chester; [certain foreign rents]. Which manor was 
sometime parcel of the earldom of Chester. [Cal. Inq. p.m., vol. 
vii, p. 227].

Calendar of Close Rolls 1330-33, p. 104, 18 January, 1331.
Order to William Trussel, the escheator this side Trent, to cause 

John de Wodeford, master of St. John's hospital, Castel Donyngton, 
to have two cart-loads of brushwood on Saturday in even- week from 
the delivery or assignment of the parker of Donyngton park, which 
is now in the king's hand, and in the escheator's custody, as the 
king learns by inquisition that the said master and his predecessors 
have from time out of mind been wont to receive the said two cart 
loads weekly until John was hindered from receiving such brushwood 
by Hugh Despenser.
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N.B.—John de Wodeford seems to have been himself an inter 
loper from the suit entered on the Coram Rege, Roll of Michaelmas,' 
1 Edward III, m. 13, in which Henry of Leycestre, chaplain, submits 
a plea that whereas Thomas, late earl of Lancaster, granted to him, 
Henry, the custody of the hospital of St. John of Castel Donyngton, 
co. Leicester, to hold with all appurtenances for all the life of the 
said Henry, and the same Henry continued his seisin of the said 
hospital for 7 years and more, the said John de Wodeford, after the 
death of the said earl, ejected the said Henry from the custody of 
the said hospital and still detains it. John de Wodeford did not 
appear.

Cal. Close Rolls 1330-33, p. 212, 7 March, 1331.
To William Trussel, escheator this side Trent. At the prose 

cution of Richard Nowel, Geoffrey Daywatre of Andercherch, William 
le Gros of Donyngton and Ralph de Wartoft, suggesting that they 
bought from Edmund, late earl of Kent, all his wood growing on a 
plot of land called "Berneshull" within his park of Donyngton by 
certain bounds contained in an indenture made between them and 
the earl, for a certain sum of money paid to the earl beforehand, 
and the said wood was afterwards taken into the king's hand amongst 
other lands that belonged to the earl, and praying the king to grant 
that they may fell and carry away the said wood, the king ordered 
the escheator to cause an inquisition to be made concerning the 
premises and it is found thereby that the said Richard, Geoffrey, 
William and Ralph on 28 April, 3 Edward III (1329) bought from the 
earl all the said wood from the high gate of the park towards 
Donyngton as it extends between the ditches and the water running 
to "Le Waterfal" which is between Berneshull and La LaundeandLe 
Milneclif, for 100 marks to be paid at certain dates with free ingress 
and egress to fall and carry away the wood for three years following 
after 28 April; and that they paid the full sum to the earl in his 
lifetime, and have letters patent of acquittance thereof of William 
de Hoc, clerk, then in the earl's service as receiver, the king there 
fore orders the escheator to permit them to fell and carry away the 
remaining third part of the said wood not already felled and carried 
away by them.

Lay Subsidy 133-2, 6 Edward III, A.D. 1332, Castel 
Donyngton.
From Henry le Parkere, 12Jd. From John Chamberleyn, 4s. 8d. 

Emma de la Buttellerye, 8d. Matilda atte .Barre, 8s. lO^d.
Thomas Rogger, 2s. 9Jd. 
William son of Adam, 14d. 
Thomas Lene, 19d. 
Simon Ferthyng, 20Jd. 
William atte Barre, 2s. 5£d. 
Adam S'uglyng, 4s.

William de Saxton, 8d. 
Thomas Suchyng, 2s. 8d. 
Humphrey le Draper, 6s. 8d. 
Alexander son of Geoffrey, 2s. 
the countess of Kent, 8s. 
Ralph de Scraptoft, 2s.
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From Ralph Faber, 16d.
Richard Mabile, 2s. 8d. 
John atte Welle, 8fd. 
William Parkere, 14Jd. 
Simon son of Geoffrey, 2s. 
Richard Nowel, 4s. 4Jd.

From William de Waretoft, 2s. 2d. 
„ Thomas Tet, 14id. 
„ Richard Baret, 16d. 
„ John Catour, 16d. 
„ Thomas prepositus, 9d.

Sum 65 shillings.

Inquisition p.m. John, earl of Kent, 118-28, taken on Dec. 
30, 26 Edward III, 1352.

Before John de Wyndesore, the escheator in co. Leyc. and on 
the oath of John Chaumbleyn, John de la Botelreye, John le Spenser, 
John de la Chaumbre, Simon Ferthyng, Richard del Milnes, Richard 
de la Botelrie, Ralph Alebon, John de Tresel, Thomas Ferthyng 
and William le Couper, jurors, who say that John late earl of Kent 
held in demesne as of fee tail to him and the heirs of his body, by 
the king's charter, on the day he died the castle of Donyngton 
of the king in chief, which castle is worth nothing beyond the out-

foings. There are 2 granges outside the said castle with a cow- 
ouse, of which the easements are worth 3s. 4d.; and there is a 

certain orchard below the castle, of which the pasture is worth 2s. 
yearly, and 3 carucates of arable land in demesne, of which two parts 
are worth yearly for sowing £4 and the third part is worth nothing 
because it lies fallow and in common each year. There are 50 acres of 
meadow which are worth yearly in time of mowing 100s. and 50 
acres of separate pasture from Easter to August 1, worth 25s. at 
6d. per acre yearly. There is a park, of which the underwood is 
worth 6s. 8d. yearly, and the pasture of the same is worth 10s. 
yearly and the pannage, when it happens, 20s. There are there no 
vivary, dovehouse, foreign woods nor anything of this kind, but 
there is a fishery in the waters of Trent worth 26s. 8d. yearly; 
a certain ferry across the waters of Trent worth 20s. There are 2 
watermills worth 100s.; assized rents of free tenants and custu- 
maries £34 6s. 8d. yearly. From rent of the common oven 13s. 4d. 
From pleas and perquisites of the courts there 13s. 4d.

Lay Subsidy 133-26, A.D. 1377, Castel Donyngton. Poll
Tax.
From Roger Foljambe, 3s. 4d.

William del Botery and wife.
John de Braunston and wife.
Thomas Parker and wife.
Alice Dynker.
John Atte well.
John Oliver and wife.
Alice Ferthyng.
John Attebarr and wife.
John Attewelle and wife.
Richard Attewelle and wife.
Richard del Botri and wife.
John Leny and wife.
Roger Wylkynsone and wife.
Richard, his son.
Thomas del Hylle and wife.
Margaret Goodriche.

From John Chak.
Thomas Dony.
John Roby and wife.
William Attewelle.
John S————.
George de Clifton.
Henry Baudry.
William Barocton and wife.
John Williamsone and wife.
Thomas, his son.
Hugh Worth.
Geoffrey Hardyn.
Agnes Chalk.
John Fowler and wife.
Thomas Jlilner and wife.
William de Wartpft and wife.
Thomas Wastenais and wife.
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From Edward Nowell and wife. 

John Ate and wife. 
Kay Swyper and wife. 
Geoffrey Mylner and wife. 
John Boley and wife. 
Nicholas Brabon and wife. 
Roger Webster. 
John Byday and wife. 
William Scheperd and wife. 
Richard, his son. 
John, his son. 
John Hncheson and wife. 
Matilda, his daughter. 
Alice Hallewayn. 
William Ferthyng and wife. 
Isabel, his daughter. 
John Sheperde and wife. 
William Attebarr and wife. 
Richard, his son. 
Thomas Couper and wife. 
Robert Bertham and wife. 
Matilda Oliver. 
Richard Palfreyman and wife. 
Henry Parker and wife. 
Thomas Hardyng and wife. 
Robert Slony and wife. 
Richard ——bery and wife. 
William Russell and wife. 
John Pynk and wife. 
William, shepherd of

John Roby.
Nicholas Frenche and wife. 
Robert Lucas and wife. 
William Couper and wife. 
Geoffrey Carter and wife. 
John Thresher and wife. 
John Champlen and wife. 
William Chaunphen and wife. 
Margaret Swyper. 
Richard Alibon and wife. 
Robert del Milnes and wife. 
William Morton and wife. 
Henry Carter and wife. 
Robert Godedman and wife. 
Margaret Purte. 
William Attebarr, junior,

and wife. 
John Tour. 
William Bony. 
Henry Clerk and wife. 
Richard Mathew and wife. 
John Brow. 
John Fox and wife. 
John Pelkarde and wife. 
Magota Baron. 
William Plomer and wife.

From Nicholas Hemery and wife. 
Emma Trump. 
Asher del Myliies. 
William de Bagworth and wife. 
Antonv. his servant. 
Alice Enoke.
Richard del Mylnes and wife. 
Thomas de Stodefordshawe 

and wife.
———— Austen and wife.
Synion Chater and wife.
John Faursel.
Robert de Halton.
William Foljaumbe.
Henry de Halton.
John son of Roger and wife.
John S'euwdon and wife.
Richard Chymel and wife.
Agnes Couper.
Robert Shepherde and wife.
Peter de Tremnor and wife.
Robert de Spetelman and wife.
John de Bonnyngton.
William Parkerman.
Ralph Wryght.
Richard Oliver and wife.
Roger del Wroo.
Richard Malle and wife.
John Barker.
Simon Cnop and wife.
Nicholas Smyt and wife.
John de Pycryng.
William de Walton and wife.
Thomas, son of William de

Walton.
Henry Shepbarow and wife. 
William Nicol. 
Thomas Nicol and wife. 
John de Walton. 
Adam de Hnnte and wife. 
William Taylor and wife. 
Henry Stanton and wife. 
John Baron.
Matilda, daughter of Assel. 
Thomas Slater. 
Geoffrey Skalater and wife. 
John Tayllour and wife. 
William Hardyng. 
Adam de Bukderston. 
Gilbert del Grene and wife. 
John Wright.
———— his son. 
Ralph de Hospital. 
Symon Herle and wife. 
John Harolde. 
Simon Parker.

All taxed 4d., except Roger Foljambe, husband and wife being reckoned 
one person.

Sum 50s. 4d.
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Fine, Mich. 7 Richard II, 1383.
Between John de Roby of Castel Donington, plaintiff, and 

Robert de Wodefall and Alice, his wife, defendants of 2 messuages, 
26 acres of land, etc., in Castel Donington. The property is 
declared to be the right of John de Roby and his heirs.

Fine, Mich. 11 Richard II, 1387.
Between John de Roby, plaintiff, and John de Moreton and 

Matilda, his wife, defendants of 14 acres of land in Castel Donington. 
The land is declared to be the right of John de Roby and his heirs.

Duchy of Lancaster, Minister's Account, 728-11987. Castel 
Donyngton.

Value of lands of our lord the king of his duchy of Lancaster 
from St. Michael, 23 Richard II [1399] to the same feast following 
in 1 Henry IV [1400] for one entire year.

Value of assized rent £51 10s. lOd.
Farm, i.e., rent, of the demesne lands 64s. 4d. Farm of the 

fishing of Trent 50s. Farm of the passage of horses and carriages 
at Wylneferie 53s. 4d. Works sold 28s. 4d. Farm of the common 
oven 20s. Meadows and pastures sold £13 3s. 4d. Divers other 
farms, i.e., rents, 17s. lOd. Farm of the mills with the fishing 
£12 4s. 4d. Agistment of the park, which used to be worth 70s., 
24s. lOd. Farm of the dovehouses 6s. 8d. Farm of the garden 
under the castle 6s. 8d. Wood sold in the park 3s. Perquisites 
of the courts £6 4s. Od. With the outside rents from Leeke, Wyl- 
lyngton, Roddyngton and Tikenale £3 16s. 9d.

Total £104 6s. Id.
Of which in allowance to the reeve and halswayn 33s. 4d. yearly. 

Rent resolute to the abbot of Chester for passage at Wilneferry 10s. 
Relief of rent to Edward Noell for term of his life, at the rate of 
78s. 6d. yearly, 39s. 4d. By reduction and decay of rents 104s. lljd. 
Tithe paid in this year 7s. For making up of one bank of the 
Trent for safe keeping the meadows there £4 10s. 8d. For the 
cost of enclosing the coningry there 14s. 6d. For the enclosure of 
Langeholme 11s. 6d. Cost of one barge at Wilneferrie 21s. lOd. 
Cost of common oven 6s. For cost of hay for the wild animals 
3s. 6d. For cost of the lodge in the park 4s. lOd. For cost of 
squaring of stone for the tower 7s. 4d. For the expenses of the 

' escheator and a serjeant of our lord the king, being there by the 
king's command, 16s. lid. For cost of carts 23d. Fee of Thomas 
Bars, the steward there, 46s. 8d. Fee of John Tonge the steward of 
works 20s. Allowance for the clerk with his parchment 8s. 8d. 
Other necessary costs 4s. Sum £22 12s. lid.

And so worth clear £81 13s. IJd.

Duchy of Lancaster, Court rolls 80-1090. Castel Donyngton.
View of frankpledge with the court held there on 13 October, 

36 Henry VI, 1457. Essoins. William Roby, Richard Peppere, 
James Taillour and Edmond Gryston.
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The franl^>ledges present a common fine at this day 13s. 4d.; 
and that William Gybb'onson (fined 2d.), John Bysshop (2d.), and 
John Mores junior (2d.), have manure lying to the detriment of 
the king's highway : and that Nicholas Baron (2d.), and Edmund 
Parker (2d.), did not mend the ditch under the castle, therefore 
they are in mercy. And that John Hodynges (2d.), ploughed too far 
on the boundary at Dyseworth hill, and that the wife of Thomas 
Irymonger (4d.) is a scold; and that Isabel Chater (2d.) and John 
Barton (2d.) sold bread contrary to the assize : and that John Dalby 
(4d.) sold meat contrary to the assize, and that Robert Fissher (2d.), 
John Fissher (2d.), William Henry(2d.) John Bowls (2d.), John 
Porte (2d.), and William Milner (2d.), sold ale in measures not 
sealed : and that Robert Tapton (4d.) and Ralph Colle (2d.) cut 
down thorns in the wood of Milne Clyffe ; and that Robert Tapton 
(2d.) owes suit and did not appear.

The frankpledges for the small court present that John Porter 
(2d.), William Henry (2d.), William Milner (2d.) ( and Thomas 
Rookes (2d.), brewed and sold ale contrary to the assize. There 
upon they are in mercy.

They present that Henry att Well (2d.) cut down thorns at 
Dyseworth mere, therefore he is in mercy; and that William 
Langton (2d.) ploughed too far on the demesne land at Stonhill; 
and that Anne (2d.), the wife of Henry Roby drew blood from Alice 
att Well against the peace, therefore in mercy.

They present that William Langton (6d.), William Irynmonger 
(6d.), William Milner (8d.), John Byglot (6d.), Thomas Irynmonger 
(6d.), Thomas Burton (6d.), William Knyght (2d.), Nicholas Baron 
(6d.), John Harold (6d.), John Fisher (6d.), Edmond Parker (2d.), 
and John Duffeld (2d.), withdrew their suit to the mill, therefore 
they are in mercy. And that Thomas Burton (2d.) ploughed too far 
at Dyseworth waye; and that William Roby (2d.) ploughed too far 
at Derkerwey, therefore they are in mercy.

Sum of this View 10s. 8d.
Item for the common fine 13s. 4d.

To this court came Robert Gaytleye and took a piece of meadow 
called "Oldmyres," to hold to himself for a term of 12 years next 
ensuing, rendering therefor 4s. yearly at the usual terms, and he 
did fealty.

Castel Donyngton. Court held there in Easter week, 36 
Henry VI, 1457.

To this court came Henry Hamslap, chaplain, and took of the 
lord one curtilage with a spring on " le dyke," late of John Chater, 
before him of Richard Boyes, at the accustomed rent of 6d., to hold 
to the said Henry, his heirs and assigns according to the custom 
of the manor at a yearly rent of 4d., being a decrease of rent of 2d., 
and also he took " le longpole " on the green, late of John Chater, 
before him of Edward Nowell, according to the custom of the manor 
at the rent and service of 8d. yearly.

Castel Donyngton. Court held there on 20 October, 36 
Henry VI, 1457.

To this court came Robert Tapton and surrendered into the 
hand of the lord 2 burgages in Baroughstrete, of which one was late
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of John Wylsy and the other of John Byglot, before that of John Cales, 
to the use of Thomas Dalby and Joan his wife. Whereupon came 
the said Thomas Dalby and Joan and took of the lord the king the 
2 messuages with the appurtenances in Donyngton, to hold to 
Thomas and Joan and to the heirs and assigns of Thomas according 
to the custom of the manor, paying the accustomed rents and 
services therefor due, And they give a fine of 12d. And they did 
fealty.

Rentals and Surveys, duchy of Lancaster 6-3.
Castle Donyngton. Rental, 27 February, 1 Edward IV, 

1462.
There is there a castle worth nothing beyond the outgoings.
The abbot of Norton in co. Chester holds the manor of Wartoft 

and the advowson of the church of................... and a messuage in
Donyngtou for him and his successors in pure and perpetual alms 
and pays nothing.

The master of the hospital of St. John the Baptist holds the 
hospital together with one virgate of land in Donyngton and 
renders yearly at the feast of the Annunciation B.V. Mary and of St. 
Michael by equal portions 2s. and suit of court every three weeks.

Edmund Gryston holds a messuage and 2 virgates of land, 
late of John Braunston, before him of Walter Barsby, and does 
suit of court every three weeks, which messuage and two virgates 
of land contain a tenth part of one knight's fee.

Robert ————ton holds a messuage and 4 bovates of land, late 
of Henry ————, before him of Henry Willoughby and formerly of 
Walter Chatur, and does suit of court every three weeks and it 
contains one fortieth part of a knight's fee.

Thomas Burton holds a. messuage and bovate of land, late John 
Burton's, before him Richard Barett's, and does suit of court every 
three weeks and it contains a fortieth part of a knight's fee.

William Rooby holds a messuage, 3 bovates of land and one 
curtilage, late Margaret Rooby's, and before her William de Saxton, 
and does suit of court every three weeks and it contains one 
thirteenth part of a knight's fee.

[Many entries are indecipherable here in the original record].
William Ledes holds a messuage and virgate late Roger 

Lawny's, before of John Caymbertyn and renders yearly 18d.
One acre of land late John Lawny's, and before him William 

Chyrtyng, which used to pay yearly in rent and works 6£d. for a 
long time lying in the king's hand for want of a tenant and no 
profit could be taken from it, lately let to William Ledes by the 
king's counsel and it pays yearly 2d.

Henry Atwell holds a messuage and virgate of land, late Edward 
Atwell's, before him William Awbert's and formerly William Fer- 
thyng's and does suit of court every three weeks and pays yearly 
7s.

Thomas Atwell holds a messuage and virgate of land late 
William Champeyn's and William Tayllor's, and before them 
Nicholas at Yate's, and pays yearly 8s.

Rents of burgesses who do works.
Thomas Burton holds a burgage late in tenure of Richard 

Barett and pays yearly at Lady-day and Michaelmas by equal 
portions 12d.; and for works 3^d.
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John Barton holds a burgage, late John Burton's, before him 
Richard Barett's and pays yearly at the said feasts 12d.; and for 
works 3id.

William Knight holds 3 burgages, late John Duffeld's, and 
before him John Thorp's, and before him Richard Norwell's, late 
in the lord's hand for default of tenants and pays yearly at said 
feasts 12d.

John Tayllour holds a burgage late William Fox's, before him 
John Fox and formerly of Thomas Steel and pays yearly 12d.; and 
3Jd. for works.

John Rolston holds a burgage, late in tenure of John Chater, 
before him of John Boyes and pays as above.

John Bowes and Nicholas Baron, for 2 burgages late of Robert 
Tapton and John Bowes, before them of William Baron and pays 
2s. yearly and 7d. for works.

Nicholas Baron holds a burgage and a third part of a burgage 
and pays 16d. 3~early and 4J for works.

John Hodynges holds a burgage late in tenure of Robert Reeve, 
before him of William Rooby and formerly of Richard Perot and 
pays yearly 12d. and 3Jd. for works.

Robert Gatlay holds a bnrgage late in tenure of William Stone, 
before him of William Malton and formerly of William Grose and 
pays yearly 12d. and 3J for works.

William Ledes holds a burgage late in tenure of William Smyth, 
before him of Alice Congulton and formerly of William Plommer 
and pays yearly 12d. and 3£d. for works.

John Knyght holds a burgage late in tenure of Matilda Hunte, 
formerly of Adam Hunte and pays 12d. yearly and 3£d. works.

Edward Gryston holds 2 burgages late in tenure of John 
Gooderiche and pays 2s. and 7d. works.

William Mylner holds 2 burgages, late in tenure of John Spayne 
and pays 2s. and 7d. works.

The same William holds a burgage late in tenure of Lettice 
Grewe which paid 15Jd.. Now only 4d.

The same William holds a burgage late in tenure of Thomas 
Thorp and pays 12d. yearly and 3%d. works.

Nicholas Baron holds two parts of a burgage, late in tenure of 
William Foljamb and pays 8d. yearly and 2$d. works.

John Harold holds half a burgage, late in tenure of John 
Wright and pays 6d. yearly and Ifd. works.

John Davy holds a burgage late in tenure of Robert Tapton, 
before of John Byglott and formerly of William Champeyn and 
pays yearly 12d. and 3Jd. works.

Thomas Hovy holds a burgage late in tenure of Richard Poperd, 
before of John Parker and pays 12d. and 3Jd. works yearly.

Thomas Irnemonger holds a burgage late in tenure of Richard 
Irnemonger and pays 12d. yearly and 3Jd. works.

The same Thomas holds a burgage and a third late in tenure 
of John Spayne and pays 16d. and 4Jd. works.

The same Thomas holds half a burgage late in tenure of 
Richard Irnemonger and before of Thomas at Barre and formerly 
of Thomas Bakon and pays 6d. yearly and Ifd. works.

Ellen Ch———— holds a burgage and a curtilage late in the tenure 
of Richard Melbourne, before of John Marshall and formerly of 
Laurence Sweeper, and pays 16d. and 3Jd. works.

Henry Rooby holds a burgage, late in tenure of William Rooby, 
before of John Marshall, and formerly of William Rooby and pays 
yearly 12d. and 3Jd. works.

John Barton holds a burgage and curtilage late in tenure of 
John Grokes, before of Robert Aldyn and formerly of Richard 
Alebon and pays 16d. and 3Jd. works.



58 LEICESTERSHIRE ARCHAEOLOGICAL SOCIETY

Richard Melbourne holds a curtilage late in tenure of Robert 
Aleyn, before of Robert Alebon and paid 4d. yearly, now only 2d.

John Fyssher holds a burgage and curtilage late in tenure of 
Robert Fyssher, before of Simon Mylner and formerly of Skeppe 
[s/c] and pays 16d. yearly and 31d. works.

Margaret Calice holds a burgage and curtilage late in tenure 
of John Badger, before of Hugh Rodes and formerly of William 
Barr and pays 16d. and 3Jd. works.

The same Margaret holds two small parcels of land late in 
tenure of John Badger, before of William Cooper and formerly of 
Rodes [sic] and pays 4d. yearly.

John Fyssher holds a burgage and a half, late in tenure of 
Robert Fyssher, before of Richard Fyssher and formerly of Henry 
Foxe and pays 18d. yearly and 5Jd. works.

Sum of the burgesses' rents who do works, 32 shillings.
Item, for works, 8s. 4fd.

Rents of burgesses who do not do works.
John Rolston holds a burgage late in tenure of John Chater, 

before of John Boyes and pays 2s.
Edmund Gryston holds a burgage late in tenure of John Freest, 

before of John Chamberleyn and pays 2s.
William Osberne holds a burgage late in tenure of John Barton, 

before of John Watton and formerly of John Tayllour who paid 2s., 
now only 16d.

Margaret Calice holds a burgage late in tenure of John 
Badger, before of Hugh Roodes and formerly of John Chambleyn 
and pays 2s.

John Tayllour holds a burgage (6d.) late in tenure of William 
Foxe with curtilage (4d.) late of said William, before of Alexander 
Barot and piys Hid.

John Porter holds a burgage late in tenure of Henry Clerke 
and William Tayllour and pays 12d.

William Mylner holds a burgage late in the tenure of John 
Goodriche, before of John Thorneton and pays 19d.

John Leeson holds half a burgage late in tenure of Edward Bedder, 
before of Richard Leton and (formerly of William Alebon and 
pays 9d.

John Duffeld holds one room called " le Garett " late in tenure 
of Edward Bedder and pays 3d.

John Harold holds a quarter of a burgage late in tenure of 
John Wryght, before of Henry Plomer who paid 14d. now only 9d.

The same John holds a quarter of a burgage late in tenure of 
Agnes Hertwell, before of John Bonnyng who paid 18d., and pays

Robert Galley holds half a burgage late in tenure of John 
Calice, before of Richard Tayllour and formerly of Richard Nycoll 
who paid 19d., now only 14d.

William Knvght holds half a burgage late in tenure of Alice 
Nowell and before of Emma I/yllyng and pays 3d.

The wardens of the church and light of St. Mary of Donyngton 
hold two quarter parts of a burgage late in tenure of John Chyveler, 
before of John Poppard and formerly of John Greylyng and pay 6d. 
yearly.

The wardens of the light of St. Mary of Donyngton hold one 
burgage and pay 12d. yearly.

Sum of rents of burgesses who do not do works, 15s. lid.
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Custumaries.
Henry Rooby holds a messuage and virgate of land, late in 

tenure of Gilbert Perker who paid 14s. 6d. at Lady-day and Michael 
mas by even portions, now by reason of decay only 10s.

John Dalby holds a messuage and virgate of land called " le 
Condettwelle land," late in tenure of John Atwell, and pays 14s. 6d. 
He answers for one messuage and virgate late in tenure of Richard 
Kettell and before of William Atwell who paid 14s. 6d. and after 
wards only 10s., now of Edward Kettell, and pays 10s.

William Knyght holds a messuage and virgate, late in tenure 
of ilagota Walton who used to pay 14s. 6d., now pays only 10s.

William L-angton holds a messuage and virgate, late in tenure 
of William Gybbonson and before of John Blackwell and pays 
14s. 6d.

Edward Kettel holds a messuage and virgate, late in tenure of 
Nicholas Walsshe, and before of Henry Atwell, and pays 14s. 6d.

Alice Bagnale holds a messuage and virgate called' " Chamb- 
house land," late in tenure of John Atwell who paid 12s., now 
only 10s.

From one messuage and virgate called "William Derkerland," 
late in tenure of John Morres who paid 12s., now only 10s., being 
in decay.

John Dalby holds a messuage and virgate, late in tenure of 
Richard Kettell who paid 14s. 6d., now only 10s.

John Byglot holds a messuage and virgate, late in tenure of 
Robert Wylsy and before of Richard Shepeherd who used to pay 
14s. 6d., now only 10s. in decay.

William Imemonger holds a messuage and virgate, late in 
tenure of William Jakson who used to pay 14s. 6d., now only 10s.

John Cherybough holds a messuage and virgate, late in tenure 
of John Wryght, before of John Walton who used to pay 14s. 6d., 
now only 10s.

The same John holds a messuage and virgate, late in tenure 
of John Wryght, and before of Richard Hodynges and pays 14s. 6d.

William Rooby holds a messuage and virgate late in tenure of 
Thomas Burton and John Fyssher who paid 14s. 6d., now only 10s.

John Tayllonr holds a. messuage and virgate called "Olyvesland" 
late in tenure of Thomas Atwell who paid 14s. 6d., now only 10s.

William Langton holds a messuage and virgate, late in tenure 
of William Homfrey who used to pay 14s. 6d., now only 10s.

John Byglot and William Taylor hold a messuage and virgate 
called "Kyngland," late in tenure of William Rogerson who paid 
14s. 6d., now only 11s.

Nicholas Walsshe holds a messuage and virgate, late in tenure 
of William Mylner who used to pay 14s. 6d., afterwards 12s., and 
now 10s.

The same Nicholas holds a messuage and 3 bovates, late in 
tenure of William Hardyng, and pays 19s. 6d.

John Dalby holds a messuage and virgate, late in tenure of 
William Rogerson, and pays 14s. 6d.

John Bowes holds a messuage and virgate, late in tenure of 
John Hodynges, and before of John Warde who paid 14s. 6d., now 
only 10s.

Richard Baskervyle and Edward Atwell hold a messuage and 
virgate called " Barkerland " late in tenure of John Strecheley who 
paid 14s. 6d., now only 10s.

Hugh Irnemonger and John Burton hold a messuage and 
virgate, late in tenure of John Strecheley and John Bowes and pays 
12s. 3d.
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The same Hugh holds a messuage and bovate called "Barre- 
land," late iu tenure of John Strecheley, before of Thomas at Barre, 
and pays 7s. 3d.

Robert Wylsy holds a messuage and virgate, late in tenure of 
John Badger, before of Richard Smytheman, and pays 14s. 6d.

John Morres holds a messuage and virgate, late in tenure of 
Henry Baskervyle, before of John Baskervyle, and pays 14s. 6d.

John Bowes holds a messuage and virgate, late in tenure of 
John Hardyng, before of Henry Parker, and pays 14s. 6d.

William Dawken alias Taillour holds a messuage and virgate, 
late in tenure of John Bagworth, before of William Hardyng, and 
pays 16s.

Thomas Atwell holds a messuage and virgate, late in tenure of 
Edward Kettell, before of Richard Plommer who used to pay 
14s. 6d., now only 12s.

The same Thomas holds a messuage and virgate, late in tenure 
of William Rogerson, before of John Spynke, and pays 14s. 6d.

Nicholas Baron holds a. messuage and virgate, late in tenure of 
John Marchall arid before of Richard Oliver who used to pay 
14s. 6d., now only 12s.

John Baron holds a messuage and virgate, late in tenure of 
William Irnemonger, before of William Duffeld and before of John 
Engolby, and pays 14s. 6d.

Alice Bagnale holds a messuage and virgate called " Taynter 
Verde," late in tenure of Robert Tapton, before of William Russell 
who used to pay 14s. 6d., now only 10s.

John Wryght holds a messuage and virgate, late in tenure of 
Thomas Atwell, before of Edward Russell, and pays 14s. 6d.

William Mylner holds a messuage and virgate called " Lucas- 
lande," late in tenure of William Baron who used to pay 14s. 6d., 
now only 10s.

Thomas Irnemonger holds a messuage and virgate called 
"David Pytland," late in tenure of John Parker who used to pay 
14s. 6d., now only 10s.

William Irnemonger and Robert Batley hold a messuage and 
virgate, late in tenure of Thomas Tapton, before of Henry Chaum- 
peyn, which used to pay 14s. 6d., and now 10s.

John Mores the younger holds a messuage and virgate, late 
in the tenure of Robert Tapton and before of William Chaumpeyn 
and pays 14s. 6d.

Margaret Caleice holds a messuage and virgate, late in tenure 
of Edward Sewall which used to pay 14s. 6d., and now only 10s.

There are there a messuage and virgate called "Goodriche's 
lande," late in tenure of Richard Barnerd and before of Richard 
Wdroo, which used to pay 14s. 6d., then 10s., now John Duffeld's 
at 10s.

Henry at Welle holds a messuage and bovate, late in tenure 
of Thomas Thorp, before of William Reve, which used to pay 7s. 3d., 
and now only 6s.

John Harold holds a messuage and bovate, late in tenure of 
John Ive, before of Thomas Harold, which used to pay 8s., and 
now only 6s. 8d.

Henry at Welle holds a messuage and bovate, late in tenure 
of John Badger and pays 5s.

Margaret Caleice holds a messuage and virgate, late in tenure 
of John Badger, before of Nicholas Hemory, and pays 12s.

John Harold holds 2 messuages and a virgate, late in tenure 
of John Ive, before of Thomas Harold which used to pay 16s., now 
only 13s. 4d.
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The same John and Robert Caleice hold a messuage at "Wod- 
waye greyves" ^nd a virgate of land, late in tenure of Thomas 
Parker and John Bagworth, and pays 10s.

William Ledes holds a bovate, late in tenure of John Badger, 
and pays 5s.

There is there a bovate of land late in tenure of Hugh Roodes, 
before of John Best, which used to pay 7s. 2d. yearly and now in 
the lord's hand, because waste, and no profit can be taken from it.

Robert Tapton holds a messuage and virgate, late in tenure of 
John Gooderyth, and pays 10s.

John Mylner holds a messuage and virgate, late of William 
Parker, before of William Baron, and pays 16s.

Sum of Rents total £28 18s. Od.

Tenants of Forlande.
From one selion late of Richard Halfwane which used to pay 

6d. now nothing because it is in the lord's hand.
From another selion late of William Rogerson, before of Robert 

Wilkynson, which paid 2d. and now in decay so nothing.
William Ledes holds one selion late of William Gybbonson, 

before of John Hycheson, which used to pay 6d. now only Id.
From a selion late in tenure of John Atwelle which used to pay 

4d. now nothing, because in the lord's hand.
From another selion late of Walter Radeclyff which used to pay 

3d. now nothing.
From another selion late of William Gybbonson, before of John 

Blackwell, before that of John atte Barre, which used to pay 3d., 
then Id. and now in decay, so nothing.

William Mylner holds 3 botevers, late of Thomas Thorp, before 
of Richard Mabson, and pays 3d.

John Cherebough holds one acre at West medowe, late of Thomas 
Thorp, and pays 2d.

William Ledes holds an acre at Mylnehyll, late of Agnes Fox, 
before of Thomas Thorp, and pays 6d.

William Knyght holds one acre at Mytchyffhorne, before of 
Thomas Thorp, and pays 15d.

From 2 acres at Herston, late of Richard Letton, before of 
Thomas Thorp which paid 12d. and now in the lord's hand, 8d.

From 2 acres under Langley, late of John Spayne, which used 
to pay 4d., now nothing because in the lord's hand.

But John Cherebough holds one selion, late of John Wryght, before 
of Thomas Spayne, which used to pay 4d. but now only Id.

Sum 3s.

Acremen who do works and who do not do works.
John Mylner holds 2 acres at " Parsonspoole," late of William 

Knyght and Richard Weyver, before of Margaret Roby, and 
pays 14d.

William atte Welle holds 3 roods at " les Aspes," late in tenure 
of John Palfreyman, before of John Warde, chaplain, and pays 6Jd.

From one acre of land late of Margaret Roby, before of William 
Saxton, which used to pay 12d. and now nothing, because they 
do not know who holds it.

Robert S'taunton holds 4 roods lying together on "Medel- 
furlong," late in tenure of John Thorp, before of Richard Walton 
and Robert Aleyn, and pays 4d.
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William Knyght holds one acre called " Nowell Welowes," late 
in tenure of John Thorp, before of Alice Nowell, and pays 18d.

Robert Gatley holds an acre abutting on " le Bonde wey," late 
of Margaret Pees, and pays 12d.

Robert Staunton holds one acre at " les Aspes," late of William 
Couper, and pays 12d. and works 3d.

The same Robert holds 3 acres there, late Richard Walton's, 
before Humphrey Tayllor's and pays 12d. and Id. work.

From one acre late Rogerson, before of Richard atte Barre, which 
used to pay 9d., now nothing because it lies in " le Rydynges " of 
the said Robert Staunton within Milne Thorp.

John Purfrey holds one acre late of Richard atte Barre and pays 
6d. and 2d. works.

From 2 acres late of Richard atte Barre which used to pay 12d. 
yearly and 6d. works and now nothing because in the lord's hand.

From one acre at " Hancok walle " late of John Kettell, before 
of Margota Malle who used to pay 4d. now nothing because in the 
lord's hand.

John Cherebough holds one acre at " Bartram lane " otherwise 
called " Cecillgapp," late of John Wryght, before of Richard 
Plomer, and before that of Agnes Bartram and John Parker, and 
pays 6d. and 3d. works.

Robert Tapton holds 2 acres, of which one abuts on " le Bonde- 
wey" and the other on " Colle wonge," late of Henry Parker, 
before of William Omfrey, and pays 12d. and 6d. works.

Cecily Hardyng holds one acre at " les Qnardelles," late of 
John Gooderyche, before of Richard Martin, and pays yearly 8d.

From 2 acres, one at Hardych and the other at Derkerweye, 
late of Richard Melburn, before of John Goderich, and before of 
William Palfreyman, which used to pay 12d., then 8d., now 4d.

John Harald holds one acre late of Thomas Tayllour, before 
of Robert Harald, and pays 6d. and 2Jd. works.

From one acre late of John Biglot, before of John Palfreyman, 
and before of Thomas and Robert Harald, which used to pay 6d., 
now nothing.

John Byglott holds one acre late of Ellen Merkedaye, before of 
said Thomas and Robert, and pays 6d. and 2Jd. works.

From 2 acres late of Henry Clerke, before of Adam Hunt, 
which used to pay 5d., now in decay, nothing.

John Harold holds 3 acres, late of Alice Buntyng, before of 
Thomas Ferthyng, and pays 18d. and 9 works.

The same John holds 2 acres, late of Thomas Harold, and pays 
12d. and 6d. works.

Edward Kettell holds one acre of land called " Gyldelandes," 
late of John Blakwell, before of John Bras, which used to pay 12d. 
and lljd. works, now only 6d.

John Byglott holds one acre at " Spyttlewaye," late of Reginald 
Downe, before of Margaret Downe, before of Richard Goret, and 
pays 12d. and lljd. works.

From one acre at "Scalcroft," late of John Palfreyman, before 
of William Burgh and before of Thomas Ferthyng, which used to 
pay 6d. and 3d. works, and after 4d., so let to John Burton and 
now in decay, 4d.

William Ledes holds J acre, late of John 1'oxe, Roger Lawney 
used to pay 12d. and then 6d., now in decay 6d.

From half an acre late of John Foxe and Roger Lawney, which 
used to pay 6d., then 4d., now nothing.

Robert Stauntou holds 3 acres late of Rote de Hylle, which 
used to pay 3s. 8d. and 8d. works, and now pays only 12d.
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From one acre late of Richard JVIalle, before of Humphrey 
Cissor, now in decay, nothing.

From one cottage and 2 acres and one cottage and 4 acres, late 
of William Wyott, which used to pay 2s. 9d. and 3Jd. works, now 
in the lord's hand, nothing.

From one acre and 3 roods at " Spetulclyff," late of Adam 
Burderson, which used to pay 2s., now nothing.

William Ledes holds 2 acres and a half, late of John Palfreyrnan, 
before of Thomas Thorp, which used to pay 18d. and 3d. works, 
now 8d. only.

From half an acre late of Richard Walton, before of William 
Walton, which used to pay 2d., now in the lord's hand, nothing.

Sum. Rents 17s. 4Jd. 
„ Works 3s. lOJd.

Cottages on Milnethorp and elsewhere. Extracts only.
Edward Gryston holds a cottage, late of Thomas Bosse, and a 

curtilage late of same Thomas, before of Thomas Aughton and John 
Couper and pays 6d. yearly.

Henry Hamslap, chaplain, holds 3 cottages, late Qf John 
Chatur, before of Alice Nowell, and before of Richard Mylner and 
pays 4d. yearly.

The said Henry holds a cottage, late of John Chatnr, before of 
William Astwell, and pays 4d. yearly.

The said Henry holds a cottage, late of John Chatur, before of 
William Boyes and before of John Cade and pays 4d.

John Dalby holds a cottage, late of Richard Leton, before of 
Nicholas Tayllour, and pays 6d.

From a cottage late of John Tales, before Richard Tayllour, 
and before of Margaret Nowell which used to pay 6d., then 3d., 
and now in decay, nothing.

John Dalby holds a cottage late of Edward Beddes, before of 
Richard Tayllour, before of Walter Skinner and pays 6d.

The wardens of the light of St. Mary of Donyngton hold 2 
cottages, late of Richard Poppard, before of William Borogh, before 
of Thomas Wastnes and pay lOd.

Robert Staunton holds a cottage, before of John Clerk of 
Lokyngton and a curtilage late of said John, before of Nicholas 
Smyth, before of Mabel Tynker, and pays 4d.

Sum of rents 10s. 9|d. .

Cottages on Barowong.
29 cottages pay 28s. Id.

Castle Donington. A copy of the exemplification of the 
Letters Patent granted in Edward TV's time.

Elisabeth by the grace of God, queen, Sic. We have inspected 
the tenor of a certain roll or record enrolled in a book temp. 
Edward IV, late king of England, in the chamber of our duchy of 
Lancaster at Westminster among the records of the same duchy 
there remaining in these words.

The king, etc., to whom, &c. Know ye that whereas for our 
pleasure the park of our honor or our demesne of Castle Donington, 
parcel of our duchy of Lancaster, in our county of Leicester, has
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been amplified and enlarged with one pasture there called Shorte- 
vvode by Us enclosed lately with pales, in which pasture the free 
tenants of the honor and other holders and occupiers of Our land 
and tenements there have common of pasture yearly and all time for 
all their cattle. We, desiring to recompense the said Our free 
tenants, &c., have given, granted and by these our Letters Patent 
have confirmed to Margaret, late wife of Robert Stanton, William 
Stanton, William Osburne and Agnes his wife, Edward Griston, 
William Robie, John Osburne, Henry Cockes, Edmund Atwell and 
William Knyghte, Our free tenants, their heirs and assigns, in full 
recompense and satisfaction for all their common, the said 261 
acres and 2 roods of arable land, 53 acres, 3 roods of meadow and 
92 acres, 2 roods of pasture of the demesne lands of the lordship of 
Castle Donington and all other demesne lands of the said lordship 
in the said park not included, and a close called Castle orchard, 
2 barns and 2 houses called Long Stables and a pasture there called 
Cowlesoe, a parcel of meadow called Carleholme, a parcel of 
meadow called Oldemyers, a parcel of meadow called Dildramdykes, 
also a parcel called Herford Lease with all appurtenances in Castle 
Donington, which lands and tenements are parcel of Our duchy, 
To have and to hold all the said lands, tenements, meadows and 
pastures, closes, barns and houses and other the premises with all 
appurtenances to the said Margaret, William, William Osbourne 
and Agnes his wife, Edward, William Rpbie, Edward Robie, John 
Osbourne, Henry, Edward Atwell and William Knyght, their heirs 
and assigns, of Us and our heirs forever, by fealty only, for all service 
and demands; and further We have appointed Our beloved John 
Belle, esquire, one of the marshals of Our Palace, and Thomas 
Newton, jointly and severally, our true and lawful attornies to 
enter on all the said lauds, tenements and other premises and 
take seisin in Our name, and after such entry and seisin taken in 
our name, to deliver for Us in Our name to the said Margaret, 
William and the others [as above] their heirs and assigns, full and 
peaceful possession and seisin of and in all the said demesne lands, 
meadows, pastures, closes, barns and houses and other the premises 
according to the form and effect of these Our Letters Patent so 
made to them, their heirs and assigns. And if the said Margaret, 
William and the others, or any of them, or any one of their heirs, 
for the future be expelled by Us or Our heirs in respect of the 
aforesaid lands or any parcel thereof, or impeded or disturbed in 
taking the profits of the said lands, etc., that then it will be lawful 
for the said Margaret, William and the others, their heirs and 
assigns, to have again their common and to use and enjoy the same 
in their present state, notwithstanding anything in these Our 
Letters Patent on any grant or relief made by Us, &c.

In witness of which, &c. Dated at Westminster 1 March, 21 
Edward IV, 1482. [The date of Inspeximus by Elisabeth is 10 
May, Anno 20, 1578.]

Castle Donington. A Brief of L/etters Patent granted unto 
the inhabitants of Castle Donington in consideration of certain 
Copyhold lands included into the park by king Edward IV, viz. : 

261 acres 2 roods arable. 
53 acres 3 roods meadow. 
92 acres 2 roods pasture. 

Also all other land not included within the park that is the king's
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within the lordship. Also a close called Castle Orchard, 2 barns, 
2 houses called Long Stables and a pasture called Cowleysoe and 
one parcel of meadow called Carleholme and another called Olde 
Myres, another called Dildramdykes, another called Hertford Leas, 
with all appurtenances by fealty only with a proviso that if they 
may not enjoy the same they to repossess that which was included 
into the park notwithstanding the Letters Patent.

The contents of divers of the particulars being measured the 
rest expressed in the Letters Patent they knew them not, as they 
say.

Carleholme 10 acres 1 rood 20 poles. 
Cowleasoe 69 acres 0 rood 14 poles.

Duchy of Lancaster. Rentals and Surveys 6-4.
Rental of Castle Donyngton made in the ? 6th year of the reign 

of king Henry VIII, 1514-15. In primis. Robert Hasylryg holds 
3 messuages and 2 yard land, late in the tenure of Thomas Kokk, 
also 2 messuages and 2 yard land, late of the same Thomas; a flat 
called " Harold medo" for which flat he pays lOd.; a piece of 
meadow called Westmeadow for which he pays lOd.; another piece 
of meadow called Mydholme medys and pays 3s. 4d.; a close called 
"the Rydyng " and pays 13d.; a messuage and 3 oxgangs of land, 
late in the tenure of John Taleys and pays 19s. lOd.; 4 messuages 
and 2| yard land, late in the holding of Thomas Bowes the elder, 
and pays 80s.; one acre of meadow in Copnale; a burgage in Clap- 
gone street for which he pays 3s. lid.; a parcel of meadow called 
Kyholmebanke and pays 12d.; a parcel of meadow in Swenholme 
and pays 2s.; another parcel in Swenholme and pays 3s. 6d.; a 
cottage in Barrowong with one acre and pays 2s.; a toft in Barro- 
wong and pays 12d.; a messuage and 3 oxgangs of land, late in the 
tenure of Thomas Dawby, and pays 15s.; a bnrgage in Burrow street 
and pays 4s. 4d.; a burgage and curtilage, late in the holding of 
Margery Fyssher, and pays 19Jd.; 2 crofts in Barrowong and pays 
3s.; one acre at Threwell hyll and pays 4s.; the horse mylne and 
pays 20s. 8d. [All the payments by Robert Hasylryg for the above 
amount to £9 19s. lljd.]

Master Robert Hasylryg for pannage and herbage of the park 
pays £5 2s. Od.

Thomas Dawby [Dalby] holds 3 messuages and 3 yard land and 
pays 39s. 8d.

John Roby holds a messuage and yard land and pays 10s.
John Wryght holds 2 messuages and 2 yard land and pays 

17s. 5d.
John Brierley holds 2 messuages, 2 yard land and an acre of 

meadow in Swyneholme and pays 26s. 6d.
John Cherybow holds 2 messuages and 2 yard land and pays 

24s. lOd.
Nicholas Loow holds 3 messuages and 3 yard land and pays 

36s. lOd.
The master of the hospital of St. John pays 2s. yearly.
The parish church of Donyngton holds 3 cottages and pays 3s. 3d.
William Osberne holds certain lands and tenements and pays 

£3 6s. 8d.
The chantry priest holds a burgage in Barrostret and pays 161d.



66 LEICESTERSHIRE ARCHAEOLOGICAL SOCIETY

William Ironmonger holds 2 messuages and 2 yard land and 
pays 20s.; a flatt called Spetul hyll and pays 14d.; 3 lands at Parson 
polle [pool] lOd.; a flatt called Over Stockynge 16d. ;and 2 messuages 
and a yard land and a half and pays 20s.

The heirs of William Knyght hold a messuage and 2 yard land 
and pay 20s.; an acre called Noell Welloys, 18d.; and an acre at the 
Aspys, 4d.

William Cowper holds a messuage and 2 yard land and a cot 
tage in Barrowong and pays 24s.

Thomas a Twell holds a cottage and acre of land and pays 3s.
Rauf Peyntor holds a burgage and a half and pays 2s. ijd.
William Assheborne holds a cottage and an acre and pays 16d.
Mary Bowys, widow, holds 2 burgages in Burrostret and pays 

2s. 2d.
Richard Greyn holds a cottage there and pays 7d. Henry 

Osberne holds a cottage sometime Henry Rolston's and pays 15Jd.
William Barlowe the elder holds a cottage with the garret and 

pays 9d.
John Pemberton holds a cottage and 2 crofts, late in the holding 

of Thomas Fypes, and pays 2s. 7d.
The heir of Thomas Byglat holds 5 acres and pays 4s. lOd.
Edmond Mylner holds 2 messuages and 2 yard land and pays 

26s. 4d.
William Barlow, junior, holds a messuage, 1J yard land and an 

acre called Gyldenacre and pays 20s. 4d.
Nicholas Beyly holds 2 messuages, 2 yard land and 2 acres at 

Skalcroft and pays 25s. 3d.
John Porter holds a messuage and 1J yard land and pays 21s. 8d.
John Kokeon holds 2 messuages and 2J yard land and pays 

29s. lOd.
Agnes late the wife of Rauff Bentley holds a messuage and 2 

yard land and pays 24s. lOd. 
Etc., etc.

Leicester Probate Registry. Will of Alice Bowys, of Wood- 
house, proved 2 May, 1517.

In my widowhood I make my will. My body to be buried by 
my first husband Thomas Dauby [Dalby] in trie church of St. 
Edward of Castel Donyngton, to which church I leave 20 sheep to 
pray for the souls of Thomas Dauby and his wives. I give to 
Thomas Dauby, William Dauby and John Colson one lamb each.

Castle Donington. Musters. Goscote Hundred, com. Leyc. 
Muster taken at Sheppeshede the 17 day of March, 30 Henry 
VIII, before the lord Hastyng, sir John Villers, sir Henry Poole, 
knights, John Beaumount and Thomas Grey. 1539.

Archers. Thomas Persones, with his horse and harnes, William 
Newberrye, Robert Atwell, Alan Clarke, John Nycolson, Rauff 
Beyghton, Robert Hychynson, William Mason, Thomas Wryght, 
Robert Taylor, Robert Baylye, William Iremonger, Robert Osburne 
with his horse and harnes, William Carter and Robert Hall.

Bylnien. Rauff Bentley with his horse and harnes, William 
Paynter, John Mee junior, William Ratclyf, Rauff Parsons, Thomas 
Clarke, James Robynson, Robert Waynewryght, Robert Osburne
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junior, Henry Coke, Robert Brygg, Thomas Lowe, John Cookeson, 
Geoffrey Pynime?Thomas Robye with his horse and harnes, William 
Stanley, John Gatley, William Redes, Thomas Sheperde, Richard. 
Hall, William Prascolle, Thomas Walton, William Toke and Thomas 
Watson, ferryman.

This towne hath harnes for 2 bowmen and 2 byllmen besides the 
harnes before specified.

Thomas Grey esquire, the king's stewarde there, hath for his 
householde only to find the king's grace harnes for 6 archers and 
4 bylmen.

Common Pleas plea roll, 1115, Midi., 34 Henry VIII, 1542, 
m. 347, Leyc.

Henry Alicok of Castell Donyngton, gent., otherwise called of 
Castell Dony lodge, gent., was summoned to answer William 
Borowe, of Gotham, co. Notts., husbandman, in a plea of £30 due 
on a bond given at Wimeswold on 6 January, 32 Henry VIII.

Ibid 1126, Midi., 37 Henry VIII, part III, 1545, m. 81 d., 
Notts.

George Zouche, esq., v. Thomas Grey of Donyngton, co. 
Leicester, esquire, in a plea of having made an illegal entry on his 
land at Radclvff on Trent.

Duchy of Lancaster. Special Commissions, 105.
Elisabeth D. G. queen, to her well beloved Nicholas Beaumond, 

Walter Horton, Ralf Barton and Michael Willoughbie, esquires, 
greeting. Writ dated 16 Feb., 6 Elisabeth, 1564.

Please it your good mastership and others of the queen's 
Majesty's Council of the Duchy of Lancaster to be advertised that 
we, Nicholas Beaumond, Rauff Barton and Michael Willoughbie, 
by virtue of her Majesty's commission to us directed and annexed 
hereto, have this 16th day of January, 7 Elisabeth, repaired our 
selves to the decayed castle of Donyngton, co. Leicester, and viewed 
and surveyed the state of the same, having the counsel and advice 
of certain expert freemasons in the survey of the said castle and 
the value of the stone thereof; whose opinion, as well as ours, is. 
that the said castle is not to be continued, for that there is nothing 
standing thereof worthy to be continued in reparacions, But certain 
walls broken and fallen down of 5 towers, of which 2 is square, 2 
round and the most part fallen down and the fifth part square, all 
lyke dungeons without any windows as it appeareth plainly unto us, 
And as we be credibly informed there hath not been any timber, 
iron, glass, tyles, slate or any thing else valuable about the same 
(the stones excepted) that any man now living can remember. But 
as now understood there was a survey made sundry years past by 
one Mr. John ————, surveyor of the duchy of Lancaster, who then 
did impose a yearly rent of twenty shillings payable by Thomas 
Gray, named in this commission to us directed, for a dovecote 
there' bv him made within one of the said square towers of the 
castle of Donyngton at the cost and charges of the said Gray. Also 
there is another decayed house standing in the midst of the castle-
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yard of plaster and studdes and some stone of certain broken walls, 
wherein is yearly kept the queen Majesty's Leete and Court and 
for that purpose is to be continued and maintained. And as for 
the stone of the said castle and broken walls, it is not of any great 
value nor much to be made thereof and is little worth as we think 
but unto such persons as have building in hand near thereunto, for 
it appears unto us that the stone of three of the said towers, being 
for the most part round and compased stones and therefore not fit 
for common building, for that the same will be a more charge in 
the hewing thereof than Rough stone gotten in the quarrys, which 
quarrys be very plentiful in those parts, And as touching the site 
within the said castle it was never esteemed or worthy to be ———— 
being of great depth covered with the stone and rammell of the 
said castle, which site containeth by estimation in quantity the 
fourth part of an acre. And for the better service of our said 
Sovereign lady the queen we have perceived what any person 
would give for the said site and stone, and no offer would unto us 
be made therefore, but only by the said Mr. Gray for his building 
now in hand at his house of Langley within two miles, who is 
content to pay yearly for one old square tower 3 shillings yearly to 
the Queen's Majesty's use, so that he may have free egress and 
regress from time to time to carry away the loose stones and to 
occupy the same site within the castle, and without the castle to 
enclose the ditch compassing the same castle and to have assurance 
thereof.

Also may it please your Mastership to be further advertised 
that according to the said commission we have repaired to the 
queen's mylnes of Donyngton and they appear to us to be in 
reasonable good state and reparacious and ought to be at the 
farmer's charges repaired and maintained during his time, having 
from time to time timber, piles, stone and ? trowse only at the 
Queen's charge, as by a Lease thereof made unto the said Gray, 
farmer of the said mills, and by us seen, it doth and may more 
plainly appear. All which the premises specially timber for piles, 
crabtrees for the cornmills, maple for the malt milne and sallow 
for the park pales have been felled, had and taken of the said Gray 
within his manor of I/angley these three }-ears now last past to 
the value of £14 8s. Od., being so valued by the testimony and 
saying of several honest persons that felled and carried the same 
at sundry times, which is affirmed by a Bill of the particulars the 
which by their hands subscribed, as also by presentment of a jury 
there, and the same have justified before us to have been taken 
within the said Gray's woods for that there was not the like to 
be had within the Queen's Majesty's woods, etc. 

[The rest is mostly illegible].

Inquisition p.m. Thomas Gray, of Castell Donyngton parke, 
esquire, Series II, 142-101, taken at Leicester on 21 March, 1565.

The jury say that Thomas Gray died at Castell Donyngton on 
12 February, 1564-5, seised in his demesne as of fee of the site and 
precincts of the late priory of Langley, co. Leicester, with a horse 
mill within the site and 4 closes in Langley called Walton Leys, 
le S'pryng, Shepecote close and le Spryng and a parcel of meadow 
in Langley called " les Dumpes " and 134 acres of arable land in 
Langley, a watermill called Tong milne, etc. On 12 December, 
4 Edward VI, 1550, Thomas Gray demised the capital messuage 
in Langley with certain [specified] lands to one John Bozon for a 
te.rm of 51 years should Thomas Gray and Mary his wife so long
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live, in the ev^jt of their deaths before then the said lease to 
determine at once. Thomas Gray is son and heir of the said 
Thomas and aged 13 years on 13 June last. The premises were 
held of the queen by a thirtieth part of a knight's fee and worth 
£8 11s. 4Jd.

Lay Subsidy 134-205, 13 Elisabeth, 1571. Castle Donington.
From Jeffrye Osborne 

John Robye 
Raffe Henttye 
Symon Foxe 
Homfrey Pallmor 
Thomas Wright 
John Harlawe 
John Bonsall 
Thomas Parsons

in lands

in goods

£3 
£3
40s. 
£6 
£3 
£3 
£3 
£3 
£3

tax 8s.
8s.
5s. 4d.
10s.
5s.
5s.
5s.
5s.
5s.

Sum 56s. 4d.

Duchy of Lancaster. 
Castle Donington.

Special Commissions. No. 349.

The queen's writ to her trusty and well beloved William Turpin, 
Richard Parkins, Thomas Cotton, esquires, Michael Hasilrigge, John 
Baxter and Richard Stretton, gents. Whereas We are credibly 
informed that 6 acres of land in Castel Donington, parcel of Our 
duchy of Lancaster, co. Leicester, in the occupation of one Ralph 
Underwode or his assigns are concealed and withholden from Us 
and no rent at all answered unto Us for the same. Order to the 
above mentioned commissioners to enquire. 

Dated 6 July, 26 Elisabeth, 1584.
By virtue of which commission Richard Parkyns, Thomas 

Cotton, Michael Hasilrig and John Baxter on 24 September, 
26 Elisabeth, came to Castel Donington and by the oaths of 12 
sufficient persons, namely, John Barlowe, John Cherybough, Thomas 
Coxon, Thomas Burnowell, Robert Gatley, Thomas Robye, John 
Niccolson, Richard Hall, John T wells, Thomas Paynter, Thomas 
Stevenson and Thomas Fletcher, it was presented that one Thomas 
Graye alias Mallison or his assigns doth occupy and enjoy one 
house or tenement called " the Saint Ma rye house " and also one 
other tenement now in occupation of one John Nightingale, being 
tenant to the said Thomas Graye alias Mallison, and also the said 
Thomas Graye alias Mallison holdeth by himself or his assigns 
5 acres of arable lands in the fields of Castel Donington, which said 
tenement called St. Marye house and also the aforesaid tenement 
in the tenure of John Nightingale and also the 5 acres of land were 
to the finding of a priest called "St. Marye priest " to say or sing 
mass and other superstitious uses, which was so used of long time 
and so continued until 1 Edward VI. Further the jury do present 
that the said Thomas Graye alias Mallison or his assigns occupy one 
piece of ground caljed " the Flatte " near t6 a place called " Sheare 
Meare " in Castel Donington, the rent whereof being 16d. or 18d. 
yearly, which was yearly paid to the churchwardens of the parish 
church of Castel Donington, who employed the same to the use of 
the parish church.
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The tenement called St. Mary house is of the yearly value of 
-,'d. and the tenement in the occupation of John Nightingale is of the 
yearly value of 2d. and the 6 acres are yearly worth 3d. and the 5 
acres are worth yearly 4d. ; all of which premises have been in the 
occupation of the said Thomas Grave alias Mallison or of his assigns 
liy the space of 6 years last past.

In witness of which, etc.

Rentals and Surveys. Duchy of Lancaster. Special Com 
missions, no. 363, 1585.

Elisabeth by the grace of God, queen, &c. To our trusty and 
well beloved Edward Stanhope, our Surveyor of Our possessions, 
parcel of Our duchy of Lancaster in the north parts, and William 
Agard, Our particular Receiver of Our possessions belonging to Our 
honor of Tutbury, esquires, and to either of them, greeting. 19 May, 
27 Elisabeth.

By virtue of the above commission We repaired to Castel 
Donyngton in the county of Leicester the 4th day of August, 27 
Elisabeth, 1585, and gave sufficient warning as well to the said John 
Matchett, plaintiff, as to John Barlowe and others, defendants; and 
meeting at the place in controversy and having there both parties 
and divers of her Majesty's tenants and copyholders of the said 
manor and finding as well by our view as confession of the tenants 
that the said ground of the said plaintiff called " Over Leasowe " 
and other grounds near thereunto adjoining do lie in effect according 
to the platt herewith by us certified, and perceiving by our view that 
the meadow called "the Vicar's leasowe " doth point and bend 
southwards upon the common and common field in the south west 
corner thereof like as the plaintiff saith his Cow leasowe should 
point and bend in the south east corner. And finding also by 
depositions remaining of record in the court of the said Duchy that 
the plaintiff's meerestone hath stood in time past eighteen yards 
more southwards than the defendant and other her Majesty's tenants 
of the said manor had lately placed the same. And the plaintiff 
challenging 36 yards beyond the place where the tenants had placed 
the said meerestone, \ve have thereupon, and by such other as did 
then appear unto us, in the presence of the plaintiff, defendants and 
the rest of the said tenants, removed the said meerestone 18 yards 
from the place where the tenants had lately placed the same and 
have now placed it 18 yards southwards towards the common fields 
of the said manor, to wit, at the midlemost marke. And the same 
to ......... from the willowes in the south side of the said meadow of
the said plaintiff called "the over Cow leasowe" and so to an old 
willow stump there, and so straight through the " plashe " com 
monly called " Bentley Pool" unto the said meerestone so by us 
placed, allowing the ditch all along the south side of the said 
plaintiff's meadow called the " Over Cow leasowe " according to the 
platt herewith certified by us, which our placing of the said meerestone 
and allowance aforesaid the said Barlowe and the rest of the 
defendants and others the tenants of the said manor did seem to 
hold themselves contented with.

And this is the substance of that which we have done in the 
execution of the said Commission.

In witness of which we have set our hands and seals.
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Duchy of Lancaster. Special Commissions 370. Castle 
Donington. 1585.

[Endorsed]: A commission to survey the demesnes of the 
Lordship of Castle Donington, co. Leyc. by virtue of the Queen's 
Majesty's commission under the Duchy seal dated 22 May, 27 
Elizabeth, to us Edward Stanhope, esq., surveyor, and William 
Agard, esq., her particular receiver of the revenues belonging to 
her honor of Tutbury, directed for the view and survey of lands 
and grounds sometime parcel of the demesnes of her Majesty's 
manor of Castle Donington and heretofore granted by king Edward 
IV in the park of Dpnyngton and to enquire of certain other articles 
in the said commission contained touching the premises ; we repaired 
ourselves to her Highness" manor and lordship of Castle Donyngton, 
parcel of the said Duchy of Lancaster the 5th August, 27 Elizabeth, 
1585.

Whether Thomas Gray, gent., should enjoy the parcels of land 
which his father had long enjoyed by her Majesty's grant paying 
to her the rents thereupon reserved, or that the tenants should have 
them by the general words in the said late king Edward IV's grant 
contained, according to the purport of a suit depending in the court 
betwixt John Robye, in the name of himself and other the tenants 
and inhabitants of Castle Donyngton, plaintiffs, and the said Thomas 
Gray, defendant. We examined all the tenants whether they had 
consented to the suit commenced by the said John Robye in his and 
their names for the said lands enjoyed by the said Thomas Gray, 
which suit was the cause of that our commission and of the calling 
in question by this commission of Survey what passed to the tenants' 
uses by the said late king Edward IV's grant and how much ground 
inclosed within Donyngton park and the Lawnde which was then 
called " Shortwood" did contain. And we demanded further if 
they would join and proceed in the same commission or to keep 
and enjoy those lands still which they do now occupy being given 
them by the said late king in recompense for the said land called 
Shortwood, whereunto the tenants answered every one for himself 
as followeth : —
1. Thomas Bucknall saith that he once gave his consent to John 

Robye, at Robye's charge, but now he, understanding that 
the suit is not beneficial for them, he had rather that it were 
undelt in and remained as it is.

2. Thomas Cockson saith the same as Thomas Bucknall.
3. Thomas Dawlby saith that he thinks the}' cannot amend them 

better than to let all go, as it is now, and that when he was 
a child and under age, he gave his consent to John Robye, 
so that Robye would be at the charge, but now disagreeth 
thereunto.

4. John Campyon saith that he never gave his consent and that he 
was not desirous the matter should come in question, but that 
her Majesty might enjoy that which was in the park, Mr. 
Gray might enjoy that which he had of her Majesty, and 
they theirs, as they have and enjoy it at this present.

5. John Matchett says he never gave his consent and thinketh as 
John Campyon.

6. William Foxe, the son, for William his father, both a freeholder 
and a copyholder, who lay sick, says his father agrees with 
John Campyon.
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Robert Osborne, Robert Gateley, Richard Hall, William Atwell, 
John Spencer, Edward Howson, Thomas Stephenson, Thomas 
Fletcher, Thomas Paynter all agree with John Campyon.

7. John Nicolson denies that he gave consent to Robye, being 
charged by him that he did.

Hugh Iremonger, Hugh Bentley, John Bonsall and Christopher 
Hopkins agree with Campyon. John Robye, both a freeholder 
and a copyholder, affirmed that he would be content to proceed 
in the said suit and to have that again which the said late 
king had by exchange inclosed into the said park for the 
demesnes and the rest which the said late king did grant 
unto them by his letters patent.

Thomas Robye says as his brother John Robye said.
John Barlowe and John Cherebough consented to Robye at the 

charge of Robye.
Richard Thomson did not appear, therefore he was fined 20 

shillings. Reynold Higginbotham and Thomas Gray alias 
Malison did not appear, being sick, etc.

And for as much as we found but two only, namely the two 
Robyes willing to join in the said suit and only two others content 
to join with them so Robye bore the charge, and all the rest being 
20 and above present utterly unwilling. And that it appeared to us 
then, as well the said John Robye's speeches before us that their 
proceedings and following of the suit was either of malice to the 
said Thomas Gray (for that in our hearing he said that he would 
not leave the said Thomas Gray from suits at law whilst they two 
lived, if he might lawfully) or gain himself an interest of all that 
which was given by the said king Edward IV and certain feoffees 
as heir to the survivor, for it was there affirmed that the said Robye 
had sought, or procured, a release from Robert Osborne the heir 
of Jeffrey Osborne being supposed to be the surviving feoffee in the 
said letters patent, and for that it appeared also unto us by the copy 
of a letter written by divers commissions heretofore certifying this 
court upon the like proceeding, that the same troubles was but 
matter of molestation and chiefly sought by the ill dealing and 
procurement of one Robert Robye, and for that likewise the due 
execution of the said commission would have held us above twelve 
days travail which would have been chargeable to her Majesty, 
the tenants being utterly unwilling to have it done or to contribute 
to the charge, we thought it best to inform your honor hereof and 
thereupon to know your pleasure whether there should be any such 
proceeding there to satisfy John and Thomas Robye's wills only, 
contrary to the good liking of all the rest of the tenants whose 
petitions then were to us to inform the court in their behalfs that 
they were well pleased all things might remain and be enjoyed as 
it now is.

It witness whereof, etc.

Court of the manor of Castle Donington held there 12 April, 
40 Elisabeth, 1598.

Before John Smaley, gent., steward of the manor for the time 
being.

To this court came John Dalby, son and heir of Thomas Dalby, 
deceased, by Mary Dalby, his mother, and asks to be admitted 
tenant of 2 messuages, one lying opposite the other, and 2 virgates
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of land; one messuage and virgate now or late in the tenure of 
William Rogerson; a parcel of meadow lying at Flaxpoole hill and 
a messuage and a half with appurtenances, within the lordship of 
Castle Donington, to which the said John Dalby by the homage of 
the same manor at the same court the steward there granted 
full seisin thereof, To have and to hold to the said John Dalby, his 
heirs and assigns for ever at a rent of 43s. 8d. at the usual great 
terms yearly and doing all service for the same. And John gave 
for a fine on entry £8 14s. 8d.; but because John is under age, to wit, 
of the age of 14 years, his fealty is respited until his full age.

Inquisition p.m. Scries II, 411-24. Robert Roby, taken at 
Lutterworth on 5 April, 9 James I, 1611.

The jury say that Robert Roby died seised of a messuage, a 
dovehouse, and 2} virgates of land, meadow and pasture in Castle 
Donington and a close of pasture in Remington. The premises in 
Castle Donington being held of the king as of his castle of Castle 
Donington by fealtv and suit of court for all service, and worth 
16s. 8d. The" close in Remington was held of Richard Harper, esq., 
as of the manor of Hemington.

Robert Roby died on 25 December, 5 James I, 1607.
Thomas Roby is his son and heir and aged 9 years and 2 months : 

and certain George Marshall and Sibil his wife have taken the 
profits since the death of Robert Roby.

Duchy of Lancaster. Rentals and Surveys 6-5.
A book of Survey of Castle Donington taken 20 February, 1617, 

by Walter Houghton, gent., and a jury, Thomas Fox, William Sale, 
John Coxon, Edward Smalley, Thomas Bentley, Thomas Twells, 
Thomas Cherebough, George Campion, William Bayley, Henry 
Vincent. William Iremonger, Edward Hibbard, John Gatley, Thomas 
Bucknall, Thomas Payntor, William Higginbotham, Thomas 
Stephenson, Thomas Bucknall, junior, and John Bonsall.
1. Who say they do not know the yearly value of the manor of 

Castle Donington and who are the tenants and of what 
estates in the copies it doth appear.

2. And that the lordship of Hemington lieth on the east, Dyseworth 
on the south, the park on the west and the Trent on the 
north.

3. And that the castle was decayed before our times and that the 
king hath no manor house within this lordship that we know, 
for that king Edward IV, by his letters patent, did grant all 
his demesne lands and tenements unto the freeholders and 
copyholders, to them and their heirs for ever by fealty only 
for all manner of service and demands, in Recompense of 
their common and lands which the king did then inclose with 
pales to the park, and what is the true quantity thereof we 
know not.

4. The freeholders. Thomas Fox hath a messuage, 2 closes, 3 
yard land and pays 2s. 3d. yearly. John Bonsall hath a 
messuage and 3 oxgangs of land and pays 3s. yearly. Thomas
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Bucknall Jiath one cottage with appurtenances. Thomas 
Roby, junior, hath a messuage, 2i yard land, with appur 
tenances. George Campion hath a yard land and pays 2s. 
yearly. Mr. Atherley hath the parsonage and 3 yard land of 
glebe.

5. We say there is no copyholder for years or for lives or at the 
will of the lord that we know of, but copyholders of Inheri 
tance to us and our heirs for ever, except a widow's jointure. 
And what messuages, lands, tenements we severally hold and 
what rent yearly our Copies and Rentall doth exp'ress. And 
that we have paid by virtue of a decree for a fine post mortem, 
or alienation, four years rent of the ancient rent and no other. 
And what they do amount unto yearly the Baylyffe knoweth 
best.

6. We say that Thomas Matchett hath made a Lease for 6 years 
now in being to Daniel Wood of half a yard land with meadow 
and pasture with appurtenances for 30s. yearly without any 
fine or other consideration. In arable land 8 acres 1 rood, in 
meadow 7 roods, being part of the meadow belonging to 4 
yard land, and common for 5 beasts and 20 sheep and the 
copyholders pay the rent to the King.

7. Also we say that there is neither lands, tenements, rents, services 
or other profits detained from his Majesty that we know of.

8. We say that the King's Majesty hath neither forest, chace, or 
park within the manor that we know of, for the park is the 
earl of Huntingdon's for anything that we know. We say 
that we have neither market or fair or tolls that we know of. 
The earl of Huntingdon has the fishing of Trent, and the 
profits of the courts as Fines, etc., are in the King's Majesty's 
hands and the earl of Huntingdon is High Steward thereof.

9. We do not know that his Majesty has any inclosures, wastes, 
commons or other grounds within this lordship or manor, 
but that the freeholders and copyholders of the said lordship 
have a common or heath ground belonging to the said manor 
called " Darbye hill" where we have common of pasture or 
getting of gorse or fern or bracken when it is there to be had, 
if we think it fit, and if it were proportioned to each free 
holder and copyholder it would be to every one a little.

10. We say that there is neither land, leases or other estates 
forfeited to his Majesty that we know of.

11. We say that his Majesty has neither woods nor underwoods 
within this lordship that we know of, but that the great oaks 
in " Bolowe " are excepted in Mr. Baynbrigg's copy.

12. The King's Majesty hath no quarries or mines that we know of.
15. The steward or bailiff best knows what profits do yearly grow 

or come to his Majesty. Heriots we have none.
16. We say that the Court rolls are or ought to be recorded at 

Tntbury.
18. We say that we have shewed our letters patent.
19. We say that the earl of Huntingdon has the corn mylnes, 

Fulling mylnes, a horse mylne and the forge, but how he 
holds the same we know not, the rents whereof are expressed 
in the rental.
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Duchy of Lancaster. Rentals and Surveys 6-6. Castle 
Donington, temp. James I, ? 1617. Survey of Copyhold lands.

Henry, earl of Huntingdon, holds the park and pays by the 
year £5.

The same earl holds the mills at a yearly rent of £12 Is. 7d. 
The same earl holds the fordge at a. yearly rent of 30s.
The same earl holds the malt milne at a yearly rent of £5 11s. Od. 

All which appeareth by the Rentall. The same earl holdeth, as we 
take it, one yard land and a half and certain cottages of copyhold 
lands with appurtenances, the rent as appeareth in the Rentall.

John Dalbie holdeth by copy of court roll 4J messuages and 3 
yard land with appurtenances, by estimation in arable land 43J acres, 
in meadow 8 acres, inclosure 2J acres; the rent 43s. 8d.

Marie Dalbie holds as above one messuage or tenement or croft 
and' one yard land, by estimation, ISJ acres of arable and 1 acre of 
meadow; the rent 13s. 4d.

Robert Dalbie holds as above 1\ acres of arable land, in meadow 
3i roods; the rent 4s. 4d.

Thomas Robie holds as above one messuage and 1J yard land 
and 2 burgages, by estimation in arable land 21J acres, in meadow
3 acres, inclosure 3 roods; the rent 24s. lOd.

Thomas Robie the younger holds as above 1 toft, 1 croft part 
builded upon and 1 yard land and half a parcel of meadow called 
Westmeadow, by estimation in arable land 14J acres, inclosure 3 
roods, in meadow 11J acres; the rent 20s.

Thomas Fox holds as above 2 messuages, 3 oxgangs of land 
and meadow, to him and his heirs for ever, by estimation in arable 
land 20 acres, in meadow 2J acres, inclosure 6 roods, the King's 
rent 17s. 5d.

The said Thomas holds as above one and a fourth part of a 
cottage, 3 tofts, one messuage and 2 yard land, by estimation 26 
acres in arable land, 2 acres in meadow, inclosure i acre; the rent 
24s.

The same Thomas holds as above a parcel of meadow called 
West meadow, by estimation 5 acres; the rent 5s.

Edward Smaley holds, as above, 3 burgages and 2 yard land, by 
estimation in arable 34 acres, in meadow 11 roods, inclosure 3 acres; 
the rent 33s. 4d.

The same Edward holds, as above, 7J acres of arable and one of 
meadow; rent 4s. 4d.

Margaret the wife of John Callendgwood holds as above for term 
of her life and after her decease to the heirs of Thomas Machet, 
deceased, and the said Margaret between them lawfully begotten,
4 messuages and 4 yard land, by estimation in arable 54 acres, in 
meadow 11 acres and inclosure 4 acres; the rent 51s. lOd.

John Coxson holds, as above, 2 messuages and 2 yard land, by 
estimation in arable 28 acres, in meadow 3 acres, inclosure 2 acres; 
the rent 24s. lOd.

Thomas Coxson holds, as above, one messuage lately built upon 
one oxgang of land, by estimation 6 acres, 3 roods arable, 3J roods 
meadow, J rood inclosure; the rent 5s.

Thomas Cheribogh holds, as above, one messuage and 2 yard 
land, by estimation 28 acres arable, 5 acres meadow, 3 roods 
inclosure ; the rent 30s.
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Thomas Beatley holds, as above, one tenement and 2 yard land, 
by estimation 35 acres arable, 5 acres meadow, 1 acre inclosure; 
the rent 27s. 4d.

Richard Bucknall holds, as above, for his life and then to Thomas 
Bucknall, his son, one messuage and 2 yard land and a fourth part 
of West medow, by estimation 29 acres arable, 8 acres meadow, 
3 roods inclosure; the rent 28s. lOd.

The same Richard and Alice his wife hold, as above, for term 
of their lives and then to John Bucknall, their son, and to his heirs, 
one messuage and a half yard land, by estimation 7i acres arable, 
6 roods meadow, inclosure 1 acre; the rent 7s. 4d.

The same Richard holds, as above, one house or tenement in 
the Quarrell pits, his rent Id.

William Granger holds, as above, one messuage and 2 yard land, 
by estimation 26 acres arable, 4i acres meadow, 1 acre "inclosure; 
the rent 30s. Id.

Thomas Twell holds, as above, one tenement and 2 yard land 
and a half, and a burgage and cottage by estimation 40J acres 
arable, 4 acres meadow, 5 roods inclosure; the rent 34s. 3d.

John Barloe holds, as above, one messuage and 3 oxgangs of 
land, and 2 cottages, by estimation arable 23J acres, meadow 3 acres, 
inclosure 6 acres; the rent 24s. 7d.

John Gatley holds, as above, 2 messuages, 2 yard land, a cottage 
and a garden place, by estimation 27 acres arable, meadow 2 acres 
3 roods, inclosure 3 acres; the rent 28s. lOd.

William Twell holds, as above, 2 messuages, 14 acres arable, 
6 roods meadow, 2J acres inclosure; the rent 11s. 5d.

William Iremonger holds, as above, a messuage and certain 
bnrgages, by estimation 21 acres arable, 2 acres meadow, 3 roods 
inclosure; the rent 17s. 2d.

Roger Oldershaw holds, as above, one toft, i croft, and 1J yard 
land, by estimation 28 acres arable, 13 roods meadow, 5| acres 
inclosure; the rent 23s. lid.

Henry Osborne holds, as above, one messuage and 4 yard land 
and a half, and divers other burgages, by estimation 70 acres arable, 
4J acres meadow, 6 acres inclosure; the rent £3 Os. 7d.

Joan the wife of Thomas Bucknall the younger holds, as above, 
2 messuages and 2 yard land, by estimation 29 acres arable, 3 acres 
meadow, 1J acres inclosure ; the rent 24s. lOd.

Fine, Mich., 17 James I, 1619.
Between Edward Montague, knight, plaintiff, and Humphrey 

Adderley and Jane, his wife, defendants of the manor of Whartoppe 
alias Wavertoft and a messuage, garden, orchard, 100 acres of land, 
100 of meadow, 200 of pasture and 20 of wood in Castle Donington 
and the rectory of Castle Donington and the advowson of the 
vicarage of the church of Castle Donington. The manor, etc., is 
declared to be the right of the plaintiff and his heirs with warranty 
against the heirs of Humphrey Adderley, deceased, the father of 
the aforesaid Humphrey, and the plaintiff gave the defendants £500.



II.^THE CHURCH

The church of St. Edward, King and Martyr, consists of 
chancel, clerestoried nave with north and south aisles and south 
porch, and west tower with spire. As it stands it is largely the 
result of successive enlargements which took place in the thir 
teenth and fourteenth centuries. The chancel, however, was 
built earlier, though altered at the same period by various 
insertions. The rectangular buttresses which clasp its eastern 
corners cannot be much later than 1200 A.D., at which time it 
was probably lengthened to its present extent. Portions of the 
walls of the earlier nave were left, when the aisles were made, 
between the east ends of the arcades and the chancel arch; and 
the lowest stage of the tower, with very thick walls, also survives 
from the earlier building.

As originally lengthened, the chancel, with buttresses 
covering its eastern angles, as already stated, was lighted by a 
series of lancet openings, with inward splays. In the north wall 
there were three, of which the two easternmost remain; and in 
the south wall four, of which the two middle openings are left, 
while a third, to the west of them, is blocked. The present east 
window is a late five-light insertion, with a flatly curved arch, 
and is modern in its present condition. Beneath the windows 
internally a roll-and-fillet string was continued round the 
chancel : this remains on both sides, but on the north has been 
much mutilated.

The western window on the north side has two lights, with 
a plate quatrefoil in the head, and the rear-arch is trefoiled. This 
seems to have been inserted in place of a lancet about the middle 
of the thirteenth century. The easternmost window in the south 
wall is also of two lights, but is of later date. The dividing 
mullion, moulded with a roll and fillet, is forked to form the head 
of each of the lights, leaving a plain piercing beneath the window- 
arch. There is a continuous moulding round the arch and jambs,
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terminating in mouldsd bases at the sill. The date of this window 
is the last quarter of the thirteenth century : it belongs to a type 
very common in the neighbourhood, which survived for some 
time after 1300, but is treated here with peculiar beauty and 
refinement.

On the north side of the chancel opposite this window, is a 
recess for a tomb, beneath an arch with a trefoiled head, forming 
long and narrow spandrels, which retain traces of colour. 
Within this is an effigy of a priest, at the head of which is a 
crocketed ogee canopy, with pinnacles at the sides, the shafts 
of which terminate below with figures of lions. The vestments 
of the figure are highly ornamented, and the date is about 1320. 
The arch, however, was made earlier, and is probably contem 
porary with the window opposite. West of this arch was a 
doorway leading into a vestry, of which traces are left externally.

South of the chancel there is a piscina with a tall chamfered 
arch and a plain bowl, and west of it are three sedilia, with arches 
chamfered and flatly pointed, divided by round shafts which 
have round capitals with a roll on their lower edge and bases 
with water-mouldings. These seem to belong to the earlier 
thirteenth-century work. There is a small priest's doorway in 
this wall. The lancet window on its west side was blocked to 
insert a wide arch, within which is a rectangular low-side window 
divided by a transom.

The chancel arch has three chamfered orders, springing from 
shafted corbels, much modernised. At the back of the wall on 
either side is a shallow pointed recess, the reason for which is not 
apparent. These are little more than rebates, and may have been 
intended to hold wainscoting at the back of the return stalls. 
They are cut into by the jambs of the chancel arch, and 
were obviously there before the present arch was made. 
The present chancel stalls are modern. There are no remains of 
a screen; but a steep stair which led to the rood-loft ascends in 
the south-east corner of the north aisle, beginning some feet above 
the floor, from which it was probably reached by a wooden stair 
or ladder.

The nave arcades are of four bays, the south arcade being 
the earlier, with double-chamfered arches and circular piers with
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water-mouldings in bases resting upon large round plinths. The 
responds are semi-circular. The east respond has an abacus 
carved in low relief with a band of dog-tooth below, and a half- 
octagon capital curving downward. The capitals are all treated 
in this octagonal fashion; but that of the second pier from the 
cast is more elaborate than the others, with two large dog-tooth 
ornaments cut on each of the faces below the abacus and with a 
ball carved on each angle.

The north arcade was begun from a point further west than 
that on the south; and the piece of wall left between it and the 
chancel arch is 6 in. longer than the corresponding piece on the 
other side. The piers are hexagonal, with moulded capitals and 
convex mouldings in the bases, which stand upon large hexagonal 
plinths. The capital of the first pier from the east has a row of 
small dog-tooth. The responds are corbelled shafts, like those 
of the chancel arch, and much restored. The arches, like those 
of the south arcade, have double chamfers.

In the first instance, the aisles were probably narrower, and 
were subsequently widened. The south aisle is divided externally 
by buttresses into five bays, without relation to the spacing of 
the internal piers. The two eastern buttresses on the south 
wall have canopied niches, and this part of the aisle 
formed a chapel which was treated with much elaboration. 
The east window is of three lights with trefoils in the head. The 
mullions are moulded within and without, and the arch and jambs 
have a continuous roll-and-fillet moulding. Of the lateral win 
dows, three are of two lights with two orders of mouldings in 
the jambs: the easternmost has a quatrefoil in the head, while 
the other two have their mullions simply forked, like the south 
east window of the chancel. The two remaining windows and 
the west window are also of two lights with quatrefoil tracery, 
but with chamfered rear-arches and without mouldings in the 
jambs.

There is a large double piscina in the south wall, with a 
trefoiled head, and two sedilia with shafts carved with naturalistic 
foliage. The east wall is set back from the end of the adjoining 
arcade and in line with the chancel arch. A squint has been cut 
through the north wall, with an oblique passage to the south-west
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corner of the chancel; while another passage is cut from the same 
point straight through the wall northward, which must have 
afforded a view of the west side of the rood-screen. The reason 
for this peculiar double squint is not obvious.

The marble table-tomb in this chapel, with the brass of 
Robert Staunton and his wife, is described later.

The south doorway is in the western bay of the aisle wall, and 
is modern, with rather elaborate mouldings and jamb-shafts. It 
is covered by a porch, which is partly of the fifteenth century, 
but has been much restored.

The north aisle is of somewhat advanced fourteenth-century 
work, and is divided by buttresses into four bays. The doorway, 
in the second bay from the west, is of two orders, with a hollow 
chamfer and a wave moulding, rather coarsely worked. The 
east window is of three lights with trefoil tracery and a chamfered 
rear-arch. The north-east window also has three lights; the two 
other lateral windows and west window are each of two lights, 
with an ogee pointed quatrefoil in the head : the rear-arches and 
jambs are all chamfered. The whole aisle belongs to the first 
half of the fourteenth century, and the angle buttresses at each 
end are set double at right-angles to the wall-faces; but the work 
was probably not finished until about 1340.

At the east end of this aisle is a large alabaster table-tomb, 
of Robert Hasylryg and his wife, which is described later.

The line of the old high-pitched roof remains in the west 
wall, and the carved-head corbels of the principal rafters are left 
on both sides of the nave. The fifteenth-century clerestory has 
four two-light windows on each side, beneath flat chamfered rear- 
arches. The present roofs appear to be late 15th or early 16th 
century.

The tower-arch is of three orders, with jamb-shafts to the 
inner order, but has been much restored. In the west wall of 
the tower is a lancet window, with a very deep internal recess 
cut almost straight through the wall. The tower-stair is in the 
south-west corner. The second and third stages of the tower are 
lighted by small trefoil-headed lancets on the north and south 
sides. The fourth stage has a two-light window in each face,
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with a quatrefoil in the head, and is battlemented. The tall 
spire, rising from within the parapet, has two rows of spire- 
lights, and was probably completed towards the close of the 
fourteenth century.

There is an octagonal font of the fifteenth century, with 
shields, roses and other figures carved upon its faces. It may 
be noted that the' modern pulpit is made up of pieces of alabaster 
tomb-slabs.

The history of the building may be briefly summarised as 
follows. It begins with an aisleless church, the chancel of which 
was lengthened about 1200 or rather later, a south aisle being 
added to the nave shortly afterwards. The north aisle was built 
about the middle of the thirteenth century. Towards the end 
of the thirteenth century the south aisle was rebuilt, the east end 
forming a chantry chapel with special architectural treatment; 
and contemporaneously the tomb and the south-east window 
were inserted in the chancel. The eastern part of the north aisle 
was rebuilt about 1320, and the rebuilding of the whole aisle was 
completed within the next twenty years. The tower and spire 
were finished as at present later in the same century, and the 
clerestory was added and the roof flattened early in the fifteenth 
century.

The table-tomb in the south chapel is of plain grey marble. 
Round the edge of the brass which covers the top is the 
inscription : "....... Staunton Armigeri et Agnes vxor
dicti Robert! que obiit xviii0 die mensis Julii Anno domini m 
cccc° Iviii 0 et dictus Robertus obiit [blank] die mensis [blank] 
Anno domini Millesimo cccc° [blank] Quorum Animabus 
propicietur deus Amen. Burton supplies the missing words in his 
history of Leicestershire under Castle Donington; Hie jace[n]t 
Robertus Staunton films Thomae. The blank spaces for the date 
of Robert's death were never filled in. The monument evidently 
was erected in Robert's lifetime after the death of his wife. 
The figures of Robert Staunton and his wife are within 
two crocketed canopies with ogee heads and round arches 
with cinquefoil cusping, divided by a pinnacle (now gone) 
rising from a corbel. The man, in full armour, had a scroll 
proceeding from his mouth, of which only the indent remains:
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it probably bore the legend Deus misereatur nostri. He 
stands upon a houftd, and on his right side are four small figures 
of his sons kneeling. His wife has a divided headdress and long 
sleeved gown: the scroll issuing from her mouth bears the 
words, Illuminet vultum suum super nos et misereatur nostri. 
In front of the figure at the base is a small dog. On her right 
side kneel two daughters, and on her left a third, all dressed like 
their mother.

Mr. T. E. Routh has supplied the following notes on the 
armour of the male figure.

Robert Staunton's brass affords the best example of 
extravagant coudieres, and is also remarkable for showing the 
salade, which came into use about 1450, but is of extreme rarity 
upon brasses and effigies. It is here represented very wide in 
form with falling visor in which is the eye-slot. The visor, being 
pivoted on either side, could be closed, and is apparently guided 
in its movement by a prolongation running backwards and for 
wards upon a hidden comb or ridge. The salade rested entirely 
on the head, and was not affixed in any way to the body armour : 
its coolness was a great recommendation, as was also the facility 
with which the head could be moved in any direction. It had 
the prolongation behind for the protection of the back of the 
neck, which if course, cannot be shown on a brass.

The gorget is of plate, over which laminated shoulder-pieces 
are shown, and these are of equal size, though more massive 
pauldrons, of which the right one, i.e., the protection for the 
sword arm, was smaller, were now coming into use.

The details of the breastplate and arm defences are hidden 
by the enormous coudieres, which, strange to say, are of equal 
size; though the bottom edge of the placcate, or reinforcement 
of the breastplate, can be seen. A skirt of five taces is attached 
to the lower edge of the breastplate, and from the bottom tace 
hangs a pair of tuiles, between which is seen an apron of mail.

The defences of the legs consist of the usual cuissarts, or 
thigh coverings, genouillieres or knee-caps, jambes reinforced 
with two plates below the knees, and pointed sollerets of several 
lams: and rowel spurs are worn.
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The suit here depicted is of great interest as showing equip 
ment for actual warfare.

The alabaster monument of Robert Hazelrig and his wife 
in the north chapel was removed in 1875 to a site east of its 
former position, when it was unfortunately taken to pieces, with 
the result that the inscription has been mutilated in two places. 
This inscription runs as follows : —Picntissimas christianorum 
preces exposcunt magister robertus hasylryg armiger films 
Wilhelmi hasylryg annigeri domini de Nosley et Elenora uxor 
roberti predicti et filia [Johannis] Shyrley armigeri domini de 
Stanton Harold que quidem Elenora Altissimo reddidit spiritum 
anno salutis m° quingesimo [sic] vicessimo nono sexto die Martii 
quorum omnium animabus propicietur qui eas suo sanguine 
con[lima]vit amen kyryeleson christe eleson." Robert Hazelrig 
died 26 March, 1536. l The monument, like that of Robert 
Staunton, was erected in his lifetime.

Mr. Routh supplies the following notes on the tomb and 
effigies.

The fine monument of Robert Hazelrig and his wife, Eleanor 
(Shirley) shows considerable development in defensive armour 
since the Staunton brass was made.

Robert is shown lying with his wife on his left; his head rests 
on his tilting helmet with mantling, but with the crest broken 
away. On the front of the helmet is the buckle by means of 
which it was attached to the breastplate, and on the back is shown, 
the ring which secured it by a chain to the cuirass, in the event 
of it becoming dislodged in any way from the knight's head.

He wears a cuirass; but the joint between the back and 
breastplate is not shown, and under the hands, which are raised 
in the attitude of prayer, is seen the coiled-up strap, fitting the 
buckle on the helmet, before mentioned.

The upper arms and shoulders are protected by pauldrons 
with large neck-guards, secured to the breastplate by buckles; that 
on the right shoulder being larger that that on the left, and cut

i Inq. p.m. i'-J, 28 Hen. viii. In his will, dated 26 January 1534-5, he 
desires to be buried in the parish church of Donington," in the choir 
of the north side, by Eleanor his wife.
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away below the "arm-pits at back and front to receive the lance, 
the lance-rest being securely fixed to the right side of the breast 
plate, where it can be seen in the photograph, with the collar of 
SS passing over it.

Below the breastplate is a skirt of five or more taces, the 
lower ones being hidden by two pairs of large fan-shaped tuiles 
suspended from the fourth tace by means of straps and buckles- 
three of which are visible in the plate—and below the tuiles, the 
fall of mail extends almost to the knees.

His legs are encased in plate: both cuissarts and grevieres 
being reinforced by lams above and below the knees, while the 
knee-caps are rather large. On his feet, which rest upon a dog 
wearing a collar of Tudor roses (head broken off), are square-toed 
laminated sabatons.

The left foot is broken, as also ate the hands, from which he 
has removed his gauntlets, which he has hung on one of the 
quillons of his sword by means of a looped cord. This unusual 
feature is, however, hidden in the photograph by the figure of 
Eleanor.

The sword, which is broken, has the pommel worked into a 
Tudor rose, as is also the pendant of the collar of SS.

From a narrow cingulum around the waist is suspended by a 
looped cord his dagger; and, as usual at this period, the sheath 
is made double, in order that one or more knives may be carried 
in its second compartment.

The description of the effigy of Eleanor has been kindly 
supplied by Mr. Philip B. Chatwin, and is as follows: —

" She wears a pedimented head-dress formed of several folds 
of some ornamental or embroidered cloth; her hair is braided on 
her forehead. A mantle hangs from her shoulders, secured by a 
cord across the breast. Her coat is cut low and square at the 
neck; it is tight fitting to the hips, from which it hangs in wavy 
folds.

A loose girdle lifts the front edge of the skirt almost to the 
knees, showing the kirtle beneath. The sleeves of her coat
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are pleated, and are fastened along the lower side leaving 
openings, through which are seen the inner sleeves of lawn or 
some other soft material, ending towards the wrists in ruffs.

She wears a sash with a single bow which is upright.
Round her throat are three chains, and on her feet are broad- 

toed shoes, but they are nearly hidden by the folds of the kirtle. 
A little dog bites the hem of the kirtle."

At the west end of the tomb-chest is a representation of the 
Blessed Trinity, much defaced, and at the eastern end the Virgin 
with the Holy Child. 1 On the side are friars with staffs and 
beads alternately with friars bearing shields—now all blank.

The monument is very similar to that of Sir Roger Minors 
(1536) at DufEeld and was most probably made in the schools at 
Burton-on-Trent. (See Chatwin, Transactions of the Birmingham 
Archaeological Society, Vol. xlvii, 1921.

For the plan of the church we are greatly indebted to Mr. 
Albert Herbert, who, on this as on other occasions, has given 
much time and trouble to the work in the interests of historical 
research.

The illustrations are taken from photographs kindly supplied 
by Mr. T. S. Routh of Castle Donington.

1 Cf. the beautiful representations on the earlier alabaster table-tomb at 
Willoughby-on-the-Wolds.



PLATE, N9I.

PRE 1220 
122O CIQCA. 
1275 • 
J320-I34O
1375.
J5™ CENTURY

CHURCH OF S. EIW
CASTLE H

LEICESTE

STAUNTON TABLE TOMB AT A.
CIRCA 145O 

HASYLRYC TABLE TOMB AT B.
QRCA. 1534. 

STONE EFFIGY IN CHANCEL 
RECES9. CIRCA I32O.
THE CLEQE3TODIES OVED 
NAVE ARCADES ARE OF 
15™ CENTURY DATE.



.WINDOW 
/INSERTED C I25O

AMD 
1MNGTON,

!j -11
i''— -Hr

i i,
! ', ! '

'
L_ '

1 1 1 

II 1

1 I "I

— -j! >l
1 1 II

J ' ' '—— —— Jj-- —— =j|- ——

i 1 II
-It — J t

— —1
1
' 1

1
1 
1 1--1 1 
1 1
1 1

UPPER PART OF CHANCEL WALLS.X

DOORWAY 
EXTREME LENGTH, 135.' 3.

NICHE

J-————H

ALBERT HERBERT. 1926?




